INTRODUCTION
TO POLITICAL
ANALYSIS

QUALITATIVE ANALYSES



e Exam 1
 Will be returned on Friday in sections

e Problem Set 4
e Due Friday at 6 PM

* Problem Set 5
 Posted tonight, due next week Friday



Formulate research question
Propose explanation/theory, hypotheses

Data collection process

Reassess explanation
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 Two major ways to address hurdles to causality

using observational research:
e small-n (qualitative)
* large-n (quantitative)



SOCIAL MOBILITY, QUANTITATIVE
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SMALL-N (QUALITATIVE)

&he New Hork imes

Deep Cover: Alice
Goffman’s ‘On the Run’

Alice Goffman Ricardo Barros



The Ethics of Ethnography

Alice Goffman’s heralded book about inner-city life has come under fire for

Inconsistencies and inaccuracies. Is the author to blame—or does the fault lie
with her field?

The Trials of Alice Goffman

Her first book, ‘On the Run' — about the lives of young black
men in West Philadelphia — has fueled a fight within sociology
over who gets to speak for whom.




Day 6
"On the Run: Fugitive Life in an American City" with author
Alice Goffman

0:00 14:42 o) o — T T——

"On the Run: Fugitive Life in ~ADVERTISEMENT—
an American City" with
author Alice Goffman

6 years ago | Radio | 14:42

Immersive sociologist Alice Goffman on her time in a
disadvantaged Philadelphia neighbourhood, the War on
Drugs, and her new book "On the Run: Fugitive Life in an

American City."

e Source: https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2473057250



 Quantitative, large n
e Chetty: study of millions of people in the entire US

e Qualitative, small n
e Goffman: study of a few people in a single
neighborhood
e Case study



WHY DO A CASE STUDY?

\,,:"1 L o ‘ . . -
R B B . L
> r/ L : - M , X HIORTE

DAROTA

‘L) PR v T : w . . MAINE

S{0;UjT{H| . . s 2 ‘ y £ —

%D’AKOT _ e ) : R
\_( .5 : ~ . - . S : \'\: ! i ) ‘ FLa

WYELING

NEW-Y'O*RK 4 7
Buffalo., |1,

< ) | L : :‘ - 2\ .
' _L_,——\ 1= v ) : - WieR  PEN N»S*YAL(V'A Ni IvAﬁ%\ &
: j

gD enver : .
hd . I J . 1 4 z
. 1 | e X ' .,"'7\\\ "‘“ M m. 7 N

—
Jr\_/ ICOLORADO [

W ‘

‘ " = M15S S 0 URINER VY b o A
’ p b . Ay a ' VIR GINIAERE i
L.sv a P . - 5 N\ ‘. N “y S ginis
A“y-._‘ . ‘TL. ; (;4 Y Jurt 4 y @ > . .
/> : . A _ 3| k" N » PR
. - = - A e : \VGAROLINA 3

R ; ARIZONIY

(INEEORNA

Exploring the
Opportunity
Atlas

B |
<$20k 27k 29k 30k 32k 33k 35k 37k 3% 44k >$55k
ATLAS IN

o ACTION

The Bahamas Hear from Atlas Users



e Looking at effect of growing up in poor

neighborhood on earnings in adulthood
e Quantitative analysis of millions of people in entire
country
 What can a case study contribute?

e Why would we study e.g. just a single
neighborhood?
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* Problem: Why exactly are children in second
neighborhood so disadvantaged compared to

children in the first?
e |IRS tax records don’t tell us that



e Detailed examination of a particular
phenomenon of scientific interest
 Focus on one or a few cases, study in detail



e Case studies help us to figure out how exactly

causation happens

e Why exactly would growing up in a poor

neighborhood make it difficult to succeed later in
life?



 Key technique: “Process tracing”

e Method to identify the causal relationship in a
particular case though detailed examination of each
step in the causal chain

e within-case analysis



PROCESS TRACING

X—Y

Growing up in poor Future
neighborhood Earnings



PROCESS TRACING

X=pp-a=—Ppb=—pc=—Pd=—Pc—Pp f—P Y

Growing up in poor Future
neighborhood Earnings



 Goal: Uncover each step along the way from X

toY
* Observe the entire causal process
e Quantitative research often goes from X to Y,

without examining the steps in between
* Simple process-tracing example



e Presidential election 2000

Al Gore (D) vs. George W. Bush (R)
e 7:50pm (10 minutes before many polling
stations in Florida closed):

Florida

Al
GORE (D)

WINS

M

S NIWS ISTIMATE




e Later that night:

*I i FLORIDA
, "

PRESIDENT

49% 2,890,321

49% 2,884,261
3] Gore

% ResoaTing |



EXAMPLE

o Official end result:

Nominee George W. Bush Al Gore
Party Republican Democratic
Home state Texas Tennessee
Running mate Dick Cheney Joe Lieberman
Electoral vote 25 0
Popular vote 2,912,790 2,912,253
Percentage 48.847% 48.838%

537 votes!



* How did calling the state prematurely (and

incorrectly) change the results?

e Might have cost Gore: Supporters who thought
he'd won did not vote

e Might have cost Bush: Supporters who thought he’'d
lost did not vote



e John R. Lott (American Enterprise Institute)

e Large-n study of voting results in different
counties

e Conclusion: Bush lost ~10,000 votes



* Henry Brady (2004): Process-tracing to estimate
the effect of calling election early on lost votes



PROCESS TRACING

X—Y

Early Election outcome:
election cost Bush 10,000
call votes (?)



PROCESS TRACING

X=9-a=Pb=—pc=—Pd=—Pec—Ppf—P Y

Early
election
call

Election
outcome



e When did the networks call the race?

X=pfaj{-b=—>c=—pd=—Pec—pf—p Y

Early
election
call

Election
outcome



e When did the networks call the race?
e 7.50, 10 minutes before polls closed



* How many voters usually vote in those 10
minutes?

X=—»a=pibl»c—pd—Pec—pf—> Y

Early
election
call

Election
outcome



e How many voters usually vote in those 10

minutes?
e Total: 303,000 voters in the 10 affected counties
e Past data: about 1/12 of voters vote in last hour
e 303,000/12=25,250
e Only last 10 minutes of last hour affected
e 1/6 of last hour
e 25,250/6=4,200



e How many voters usually vote in those 10

minutes?
e Total: 303,000 voters in the 10 affected counties
e Past data: about 1/12 of voters vote in last hour
e 303,000/12=25,250
e Only last 10 minutes of last hour affected
e 1/6 of last hour

+ 25,250/64,200]



e Of those 4,200 voters, how many actually
heard that election was called?

X=-a=—pb=—plclPd—Pe—>f—> Y

Early
election
call

Election
outcome



e Of those 4,200 voters, how many actually

heard that election was called?

 Based on studies of media exposure, best guess is
20%

 So about 840 people heard early call



e How many of those 840 voters would have
voted for Bush?

X=—-a=—p-b=—pc—pdiPe—>f—> Y

Early
election
call

Election
outcome



e How many of those 840 voters would have

voted for Bush?
* In 10 counties affected, Bush got roughly 2/3 of

vote
e So 840*(2/3)= 560 Bush voters heard early call

e 840*(1/3)= 280 Gore voters heard early call



e Out of those who heard it, how many would
decide not to vote?

X=—pa=—pb—pc—pd—PlelPf—> Y

Early
election
call

Election
outcome



e Out of those who heard it, how many would

decide not to vote?

e Based on past research of impact of early calls, best
guess is 10%

e 560 Bush voters heard early call, 10% of those is 56

e 280 Gore voters heard early call, 10% of those is 28



PROCESS TRACING

e What is the net effect?

X=-a=pb=—pc—pd—Pec—pfid Y

Early
election
call

Election
outcome



e What is the net effect?
e 56 Bush voters heard early call and decided not to
vote
e 28 Gore voters heard early call and decided not to

vote
e So Bush lost 56-28=28 votes to Gore



X—Y

Early
election
call

Election
outcome

* Results of large-n study (Bush lost ~10,000
votes) not tenable once examining the steps in

the causal chain
e Suggests problems with this large-n study



e Key: Detailed knowledge of case
* Interviews
* Focus groups
e Participant observation, ethnographic research
e Archival research
* etc.

 Goal: Uncover each step along the way from X
toY



e In Goffman’s research, what are the steps that
prevent her research subjects from having
“successful” lives as adults?

X=p-a=—Pb=—Pc—Pd—Pec—Ppit—P Y

Growing up in poor Future
neighborhood Earnings



e What are the benefits and drawbacks of small-n
case studies?



e Does the study isolate the effect of the
independent variable on the dependent
variable?

e If yes: high internal validity
e If no: low internal validity

e Case studies tend to have high internal validity
 Researcher knows and understands case very well
e Case study can uncover complex causal processes



e Can we generalize the finding of the study to

other settings?
e If yes: high external validity
e If no: low external validity
e Case studies often have low external validity

* Not clear if results would be similar if study done in
other contexts
e Limited ability to generalize findings



e Case studies often performed together with

other analyses

e Comparative case study (next topic)
e Large-n statistical analysis (later this semester)

 Helps illuminate the causal process behind the
findings using these other approaches



e Other qualitative approaches



