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H O U S E K E E P I N G

• Class Journals 
• We’ll start randomly checking them next week 

• If picked: also attendance check



Q U E S T I O N S  I N  T H I S  C L A S S

• What are we talking about? 
• Who is involved in money and politics, why, and 

how? 
• What determines money and politics? 
• What are the consequences of money in 

politics? 
• How can we reduce money in politics? Should 

we?



W H AT  A R E  W E  TA L K I N G  A B O U T ?

• What is corruption? 
• What are problems with common definitions of 

corruption? 
• How do we measure corruption? 

• What problems do these measures have? 
• What are basic patterns of corruption around 

the world?



C O R R U P T I O N

• Abuse of public office for private (or political) 
gain



M O N E Y  I N  P O L I T I C S

• Alternative definition of what we are interested 
in: 

• Transactions where “without the special 
consideration of [money], the public official 
could not have made the same decision” (Scott 
1972)



W H AT  A R E  W E  TA L K I N G  A B O U T ?

• What is corruption? 
• What are problems with common definitions of 

corruption? 
• How do we measure corruption? 

• What problems do these measures have? 
• What are basic patterns of corruption around 

the world?



M E A S U R I N G  C O R R U P T I O N

• Direct 
• Indirect



M E A S U R I N G  C O R R U P T I O N

• Direct measurements of corruption 
• Arrests and convictions 
• Leaks 
• Sting operations 
• Surveys



A R R E S T S  A N D  C O N V I C T I O N S



L E A K S



L E A K S



L E A K S



L E A K S



S T I N G S



S T I N G S



S U R V E Y S



S U R V E Y S



D I R E C T  M E A S U R E S

• Disadvantages 
• Data often specific to a particular place and a 

particular time (comparison difficult) 
• Often only capture one form of corruption 
• Often only capture fraction of actual corruption 
• People may not tell truth, or have different 

definitions of corruption



M E A S U R I N G  C O R R U P T I O N

• Indirect measurements of corruption 
• “Forensic" approaches 
• Corruption perception measures



F O R E N S I C S

• Idea: detect patterns that indirectly provide 
evidence for hidden immoral or illicit behavior 
• e.g. smuggling, tax evasion 
• Here: corruption



F O R E N S I C S



F O R E N S I C S



P E R C E P T I O N S

• Idea: Rather than asking people directly about 
whether they paid bribes, ask people about 
how much corruption they think there is 
• Country experts 
• Corporate employees 

• e.g. “What percentage of informal payments of 
gifts do firms like yours typically pay?”



T R A N S PA R E N C Y  I N T E R N AT I O N A L

• Berlin-based non-governmental organization 
(NGO), founded in 1993 

• Largest NGO dedicated to the fight against 
corruption 

• 100+ independent national chapters that focus 
on fighting corruption locally



C O R R U P T I O N  P E R C E P T I O N S  
I N D E X

• Annual ranking of countries by perceived level 
of corruption 

• Since 1996



C O R R U P T I O N  P E R C E P T I O N S  
I N D E X

• “Poll of polls” 
• Use a number of polls and create an average of 

sorts 
• 4 steps to create index 

• Assemble surveys asking perceptions of public 
sector corruption (13 surveys) 

• Transform each survey into a scale from 0 (highest 
level of perceived corruption) to 100 (lowest level) 

• Take average of available scores for each country



C O R R U P T I O N  P E R C E P T I O N S  
I N D E X



P E R C E P T I O N S = R E A L I T Y ?

• Road construction in Indonesia 
• Measure of true corruption 
• Survey of villagers about perceived corruption



• More corruption=higher perception of 
corruption 
• But: Increase of 10% in corruption = 0.8% increase 

that villager believes there was corruption 
• Officials hide corruption where it is hardest to find 

(inflate reported quantity of material, rather than 
price) 

• Some villagers systematically more accurate than 
others (education, gender)

P E R C E P T I O N S = R E A L I T Y ?



• Ask ordinary people about their experience 
with corruption 

• Ask experts about their perceptions of ordinary 
people’s experience with corruption

P E R C E P T I O N S = R E A L I T Y ?



• 13% report experience with corruption 
• Burkina Faso as one of the most corrupt 

• Experts perceptions of ordinary people’s 
experience with corruption: four times higher 
• Burkina Faso perceived as least corrupt

P E R C E P T I O N S = R E A L I T Y ?



• From CPI 2015 
• The corruption that was uncovered in 2015 

happened years earlier 
• 2015 investigations likely deter corruption 

• Perception of corruption increases when it is 
likely that in fact it went down

P E R C E P T I O N S = R E A L I T Y ?



W H AT  C O U N T S  A S  C O R R U P T I O N ?

• CPI as “poll of polls” 
• What questions do the separate polls ask?



W H AT  C O U N T S  A S  C O R R U P T I O N ?



W H O  I S  I N V O LV E D ?



P R O B L E M S  W I T H  C P I

• Perceptions ≠ Reality 
• Many different forms of corruption, involving 

different actors 
• Countries with the same score often have very 

different corruption problems  
• Different data sources measure different forms 

of corruption, but not all sources are available 
for every country 
• Average of corruption scores contains different 

“mix” of corruption types for each country



M E A S U R I N G  C O R R U P T I O N

• Perception-based 
• Available for many countries over time 
• But problems with using perceptions 
• All kinds of corruption mixed together 

• Non-perception based 
• Usually more accurate 
• But: Only available for some forms of corruption, in 

one place, at some time



M E A S U R I N G  C O R R U P T I O N

• There is no perfect corruption measure 
• Which one is best depends on what you want 

to analyze 
• Always be mindful of your measure’s 

weaknesses



W H AT  A R E  W E  TA L K I N G  A B O U T ?

• What is corruption? 
• What are problems with common definitions of 

corruption? 
• How do we measure corruption? 

• What problems do these measures have? 
• What are basic patterns of corruption around 

the world?



C O R R U P T I O N  W O R L D W I D E



C O R R U P T I O N  W O R L D W I D E



C O R R U P T I O N  W O R L D W I D E



C O R R U P T I O N  W O R L D W I D E



W H AT  E X P L A I N S  C O R R U P T I O N ?

• Treisman, Daniel (2007): What Have We Learned about the 
Causes of Corruption from Ten Years of Cross-National 
Empirical Research?” Annual Review of Political Science 10: 
211-244.



W H AT  E X P L A I N S  C O R R U P T I O N ?



P R O B L E M

CorruptionEconomic 
Development



P R O B L E M

CorruptionEconomic 
Development

• Causality may run both ways

CorruptionEconomic 
Development



W H AT  E X P L A I N S  C O R R U P T I O N ?



A G A I N …

CorruptionLevel of Democracy

• Causality may run both ways

CorruptionLevel of Democracy



P R O B L E M

CorruptionLevel of Democracy

Economic Development

• Corruption may be determined by multiple 
factors



P R O B L E M

CorruptionLevel of Democracy

Economic Development

• Some variables may not have a causal effect on 
corruption

spurious



P R O B L E M

• Direction of causality 
• Thorny problem in study of corruption 

• And social sciences general 
• Will try to identify causal relationships 



P R O B L E M

• Many different forms of corruption, involving 
different actors 
• Same variable may have different impact on 

corruption, depending on what type we look at 
• Will study different mechanism of money in 

politics



W H AT  E X P L A I N S  C O R R U P T I O N ?

• Unpacking “corruption” 
• Who is Involved, Why, and How? 
• First up, next week: Bureaucrats and Citizens 

• Bureaucratic corruption, petty corruption 
• Question: 

• Why are bureaucrats corrupt? 
• Why do citizens and corporations participate in 

corruption?


