POLI 730 - Comparative Political Research and the Analysis of Advanced
Industrial Societies Syllabus: Fall 2025

Class Information
Tuesday 12:30-3:20
Hamilton Hall 351

Instructor
Simon Weschle Hamilton Hall 250
Associate Professor of Political Science weschle@unc.edu

Office Hours
Tuesday 9:30-11:00 Hamilton Hall 250
or by appointment

Course Website
The course website is on Canvas: https://uncch.instructure.com/courses/97165.

Course Description

This course provides an overview of major topics in the comparative politics of Western democracies.
It is designed for graduate students in political science or closely associated disciplines. The course
introduces students to classic works as well as recent contributions. After laying the groundwork (state
formation, economic development, democratization), we study the nuts and bolts of democracy. To
do so, we cover all important aspects of democracy and the democratic state, such as voters and voter
decisions, political parties, institutions, governments, and bureaucracy. In the final part of the course,
we cover various topics relevant to contemporary research in comparative politics. In addition, I want
to help you develop professional skills that are integral to being a political scientist. Most sessions,
we'll therefore devote some time to an important professional skill and/or the “hidden curriculum” of
academia.

Course Expectations and Requirements

* Class Participation (30%): The quality of the seminar depends heavily on student participation.
There will be some parts where I will lecture, but most of the class will be conducted seminar-style,
that is heavily discussion-based. You are therefore expected to come to class having completed all
the required readings and be prepared to talk about them.

To ensure this, please prepare half a page or so of questions and discussion points related to
the week’s readings. They should not be a summary of the readings. Instead, for example, you
can raise questions about the papers’ theory, research designs, the connection between the two,
connections or conflicts between different readings or readings from prior weeks, and so on.
You can also raise specific questions about things you did not understand. The comments can
focus on all papers, a few, or just one. Upload the questions to the course Canvas site under the
“Discussions” tab by 6 PM the day before class. Please also read what your classmates wrote,
and be prepared to discuss their comments in class.

* 2 Discussion Papers (20%): You will choose two weeks for which you write a short (3 page) paper
in reaction to the readings. This paper will form the basis for a more active role for the student in
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leading the week’s discussion. The paper and resulting discussion might critique some aspect of
the readings, discuss extensions, critical case studies, or potential empirical applications, entertain
alternative assumptions or approaches, or explore related questions that are left unaddressed by
the readings. Again, you should not summarize the readings in those papers.

Please send me a list of three weeks you would like to write a discussion paper for by August
22. I will assign you two of them. The papers are due via Canvas by 6 PM the day before class.
During the weeks you are writing a discussion paper, you do not have to submit the half-page
questions and discussion points.

* Final Exam (30%): The final exam for this class is designed to be a mock comprehensive exam.
It will assess your ability to synthesize and critically evaluate the literature on topics of broad
theoretical importance in the field. The exam day will be sometime after our last class (December
2) and the end of the exam period (December 12) and will be determined in consultation with
the course participants. Questions for the exam will be distributed at 8 AM and answers will be
due by 5 PM.

* Mock Conference Presentation (10%): You will do one mock-conference presentation (12 minutes)
in which you present one of the readings as if you did the research yourself, and respond as author
in a Q&A session. Readings appropriate for this assignment are starred (*) in the syllabus. Please
send me a list of 3 papers you would like to present by August 22. I will assign you one of them.

* Book Review (10%): Because this is an overview course, we will cover a lot of ground and only
scratch the surface of many topics. Therefore, we will only read a few chapters of many books.
To give you the opportunity to engage with a book in more depth, you will write a book review
during the week of November 25. You can read any book listed in the supplementary readings. If
you would like to read a book that is not listed in the syllabus, you need my approval in advance.
The review should briefly summarize the main argument of the book, examine its strengths and
weaknesses, and discuss how it connects to the broader literature. The review should be no longer
than 1,000 words, and is due via Canvas on December 1.
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Course Schedule and Assigned Readings

Note: The order in which you read the mandatory reading matters most of the time, so please read
them in the order they are listed. The supplementary readings are not required, and the lists are quite
extensive. You may want to consult some of them in the weeks in which you are writing response papers.
Otherwise, they can serve as a guide for comprehensive exams, and as a starting point in case your own
research interests relate to them.

* August 19 — Approaches to Comparative Politics

Przeworski, Adam. 2009. “Is the Science of Comparative Politics Possible?” In The Oxford
Handbook of Comparative Politics, eds. Carles Boix and Susan C. Stokes, 147-171. New York:
Oxford University Press.

Huber, John. 2013. “Is Theory Getting Lost in the ‘Identification Revolution’?” The Political
Economist: Newsletter of the APSA Political Economy Section 10 (1) (Summer): 1-3.

Samii, Cyrus. 2016. “Causal Empiricism in Quantitative Research.” Journal of Politics 78 (3):
941-955.

Pepinsky, Thomas B. 2019. “The Return of the Single—Country Study.” Annual Review of Political
Science 22: 187-203.

Supplementary Readings on Research Design and Approaches to Comparative Politics:

Abadie, Alberto, Alexis Diamond, and Jens Hainmueller. 2015. “Comparative Politics and the Synthetic Control
Method.” American Journal of Political Science 59 (2): 495-510.

Ahram, Ariel I. 2011. “The Theory and Method of Comparative Area Studies.” Qualitative Research 11 (1): 69-90.

Bates, Robert. 2007. “From Case Studies to Social Science: A Strategy for Political Research.” In The Oxford
Handbook of Comparative Politics, eds. Carles Boix and Susan Stokes, 172-85. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Blair, Graeme, Jasper Cooper, Alexander Coppock, and Macartan Humphreys. 2019. “Declaring and Diagnosing
Research Designs.” American Political Science Review 113 (3): 838-59.

Brady, Henry, and David Collier. 2010. Rethinking Social Inquiry: Diverse Tools, Shared Standards. 2nd ed. Lanham,
MD: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers.

Brady, Henry E. 2019. “The Challenge of Big Data and Data Science.” Annual Review of Political Science 22: 297-323.

Clarke, Kevin, and David M. Primo. 2012. A Model Discipline: Political Science and the Logic of Representations.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Dunning, Thad. 2012. Natural Experiments in the Social Sciences: A Design-Based Approach. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Dunning, Thad, Guy Grossman, Macartan Humphreys, Susan Hyde, Craig McIntosh, and Gareth Nellis, eds. 2019.
Information, Accountability, and Cumulative Learning: Lessons from Metaketa I. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Elster, Jon. 2007. Explaining Social Behavior: More Nuts and Bolts for the Social Sciences. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Friedman, Milton. 1966. “The Methodology of Positive Economics.” In Essays in Positive Economics, 3-16, 30-43.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Geddes, Barbara. 2003. Paradigms and Sand Castles: Theory Building and Research Design in Comparative Politics.
Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.

Gerring, John. 2007. “The Case Study: What It Is and What It Does.” In The Oxford Handbook of Comparative
Politics, eds. Carles Boix and Susan Stokes, 90-122. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
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- Gerring, John. 2007. Case Study Research. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

- Gerring, John. 2008. “Case Selection Techniques in Case Study Research: A Menu of Qualitative and Quantitative
Options.” Political Research Quarterly 61 (2): 294-308.

— Gerring, John. 2011. Social Science Methodology: A Criterial Framework. 2nd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

- Gustafsson, Karl, and Linus Hagstrom. 2017. “What Is the Point? Teaching Graduate Students How to Construct
Political Science Research Puzzles.” European Political Science 17 (4): 634-48.

- Heckman, James J. 2005. “The Scientific Model of Causality.” Sociological Methodology 35 (1): 1-97.

— Heckman, James J., and Edward Vytlacil. 2001. “Policy-Relevant Treatment Effects.” American Economic Review 91
(2): 107-11.

— Hooghe, Liesbet, Gary Marks, Arjan H. Schakel, Sara Niedzwiecki, Sandra Chapman Osterkatz, and Sarah Shair-
Rosenfield. 2016. “Chapter 1: Transparency in Measurement.” In Measuring Regional Authority: A Postfunctionalist
Theory of Governance, Vol. 1. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

— Humphreys, Macartan, and Alan S. Jacobs. 2015. “Mixing Methods: A Bayesian Approach.” American Political
Science Review 109 (4): 653-73.

— Keele, Luke. 2015. “The Statistics of Causal Inference: A View from Political Methodology.” Political Analysis 23 (3):
313-35.

— Keohane, Robert O. 2009. “Political Science as a Vocation.” PS: Political Science and Politics 42 (2): 359-63.

- King, Gary, Robert O. Keohane, and Sidney Verba. 1994. Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific Inference in Qualitative
Research. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

— Krause, Peter, and Ora Szekely, eds. 2020. Stories from the Field: A Guide to Navigating Fieldwork in Political Science.
New York: Columbia University.

— Lakatos, Imre. 1970. “Falsification and the Methodology of Scientific Research Programmes.” In Criticism and the
Growth of Knowledge, edited by Imre Lakatos and Alan Musgrave, 91-138. New York: Cambridge University Press.

- Lijphart, Arend. 1971. “Comparative Politics and the Comparative Method.” American Political Science Review 65
(3): 682-93.

— Lupia, Arthur, and Colin Elman. 2014. “Openness in Political Science: Data Access and Research Transparency.” PS:
Political Science & Politics 47 (1): 19-42.

— Mahoney, James, and Gary Goertz. 2006. ‘A Tale of Two Cultures: Contrasting Quantitative and Qualitative Re-
search.” Political Analysis 14 (3): 227-49.

— Morgan, Stephen L., and Christopher Winship. 2007. Counterfactuals and Causal Inference: Methods and Principles
for Social Research. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

- Olken, Benjamin. 2015. “Promises and Perils of Pre-Analysis Plans.” Journal of Economic Perspectives 29 (3): 61-80.
— Przeworski, Adam, and Henry Teune. 1970. The Logic of Comparative Social Inquiry. New York: Wiley-Interscience.
- Ragin, Charles C. 1987. The Comparative Method. Berkeley: University of California Press.

- Sartori, Giovanni. 1970. “Concept Misformation in Comparative Politics.” American Political Science Review 64 (4):
1033-53.

— Teele, Dawn L., ed. 2014. Field Experiments and Their Critics. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press.

— Tirole, Jean. 2017. Economics for the Common Good. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.
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* August 26 - State Formation, Economic Development, Democratization

Tilly, Charles. 1992. Coercion, Capital, and European States: AD 990-1990. Oxford: Blackwell
Publishers. Ch. 1.

Acemoglu, Daron, Simon Johnson, and James Robinson. 2002. “Reversal of Fortune: Geogra-
phy and Institutions in the Making of the Modern World Income Distribution.” Quarterly Journal
of Economics 117 (4): 1231-94.

North, Douglass, and Barry Weingast. 1989. “Constitutions and Commitment: The Evolution
of Institutions Governing Public Choice in Seventeenth-Century England.” Journal of Economic
History 49 (4): 803-32.

Acemoglu, Daron, and James Robinson. 2006. Economic Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Ch. 2.

Ziblatt, Daniel. 2017. Conservative Parties and the Birth of Democracy. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press. Ch. 1-2.

Professional Development Topic: Conference Presentations

Supplementary Readings on State Formation:

Abramson, Scott E 2017. “The Economic Origins of the Territorial State.” International Organization 71(1): 97-130.

Alesina, Alberto, and Enrico Spolaore. 1997. “On the Number and Size of Nations.” The Quarterly Journal of
Economics 112 (4): 1027-56.

Barkey, Karen. 1994. Bandits and Bureaucrats: The Ottoman Route to State Centralization. Ithaca, NY: Cornell
University Press.

Besley, Timothy, and Torsten Persson. 2009. “The Origins of State Capacity: Property Rights, Taxation, and Politics.”
American Economic Review 99(4): 1218-1244.

Boix, Carles. 2015. Political Order and Inequality. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Grzymala-Busse, Anna. 2007. Rebuilding Leviathan: Party Competition and State Exploitation in Post-Communist
Democracies. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Grzymala-Busse, Anna. 2020. “Beyond War and Contracts: The Medieval and Religious Roots of the European
State.” Annual Review of Political Science 23: 19-36.

Herbst, Jeffrey. 2000. States and Power in Africa: Comparative Lessons in Authority and Control. Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press.

Huntington, Samuel P 1968. Political Order in Changing Societies. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press.
Levi, Margaret. 1988. Of Rule and Revenue. Berkeley: University of California Press.

Levi, Margaret. 2002. “The State of the Study of the State,” and Kahler, Miles. “The State of the State in World
Politics.” In Ira Katznelson and Helen V. Milner, eds., Political Science: The State of the Discipline, Centennial Edition.
New York: W.W. Norton, pp. 33-83.

Mann, Michael. 1984. “The Autonomous Power of the State: Its Origins, Mechanisms, and Results.” European
Journal of Sociology 25(2): 185-213.

Mares, Isabela, and Didac Queralt. 2015. “The Non-Democratic Origins of Income Taxation.” Comparative Political
Studies 48(14): 1974-2009.

North, Douglass C., John Joseph Wallis, and Barry R. Weingast. 2009. Violence and Social Orders: A Conceptual
Framework for Interpreting Recorded Human History. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Olson, Mancur. 1982. The Rise and Decline of Nations: Economic Growth, Stagflation, and Social Rigidities. New
Haven, CT: Yale University Press.
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— Olson, Mancur. 1993. “Dictatorship, Democracy, and Development.” American Political Science Review 87(3): 567-
576.

— Queralt, Didac. 2022. Pawned States: State Building in the Era of International Finance. Princeton, NJ: Princeton
University Press.

— Scott, James C. 1998. Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human Condition Have Failed. New
Haven, CT: Yale University Press.

— Skocpol, Theda. 1979. States and Social Revolutions: A Comparative Analysis of France, Russia, and China. Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press.

— Skocpol, Theda. 1985. “Bringing the State Back In.” In Bringing the State Back In, eds. Peter Evans, Dietrich
Rueschemeyer, and Theda Skocpol. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 3-37.

— Slater, Dan. 2010. Ordering Power: Contentious Politics and Authoritarian Leviathans in Southeast Asia. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

— Spruyt, Hendrik. 1994. The Sovereign State and Its Competitors. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

— Stasavage, David. 2011. States of Credit: Size, Power, and the Development of European Polities. Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press.

— Wedeen, Lisa. 1999. Ambiguities of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric, and Symbols in Contemporary Syria. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.
Supplementary Readings on Economic Development:
— Acemoglu, Daron, and James A. Robinson. 2012. Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity, and Poverty.
New York: Crown Publishers.

- Banerjee, Abhijit, and Lakshmi Iyer. 2005. “History, Institutions, and Economic Performance: The Legacy of Colonial
Land Tenure Systems in India.” American Economic Review 95 (4): 1190-1213.

- Blaydes, Lisa, and Eric Chaney. 2013. “The Feudal Revolution and Europe’s Rise: Political Divergence of the Christian
West and the Muslim World before 1500 CE.” American Political Science Review 107 (1): 16-34.

— Dell, Melissa. 2010. “The Persistent Effects of Peru’s Mining Mita.” Econometrica 78 (6): 1863-1903.
— Diamond, Jared. 1997. Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies. New York: W.W. Norton & Company.

- Engerman, Stanley L., and Kenneth L. Sokoloff. 2012. Economic Development in the Americas Since 1500: Endowments
and Institutions. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

— Greif, Avner. 1994. “Cultural Beliefs and the Organization of Society: A Historical and Theoretical Reflection on
Collectivist and Individualist Societies.” Journal of Political Economy 102 (5): 912-50.

— Przeworski, Adam, Michael E. Alvarez, José Antonio Cheibub, and Fernando Limongi. 2000. Democracy and Devel-
opment: Political Institutions and Well-Being in the World, 1950-1990. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Supplementary Readings on Democratization:
— Albertus, Michael, and Victor Gay. 2017. “Unlikely Democrats: Economic Elite Uncertainty under Dictatorship and
Support for Democratization.” American Journal of Political Science 61 (3): 624-461.

- Ansell, Ben, and David Samuels. 2014. Inequality and Democratization: An Elite Competition Approach. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

— Boix, Carles. 2003. Democracy and Redistribution. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

— Boix, Carles, and Susan C. Stokes. 2003. “Endogenous Democratization.” World Politics 55 (4): 517-49.
— Dahl, Robert. 1972. Polyarchy: Participation and Opposition. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press.

— Fearon, James. 2011. “Self-Enforcing Democracy.” Quarterly Journal of Economics 126 (4): 1661-1708.

- Frye, Timothy. 2007. “Economic Transformation and Comparative Politics.” In The Oxford Handbook of Comparative
Politics, edited by Carles Boix and Susan C. Stokes, 940-68. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

60f 33



POLI 730 - Comparative Political Research and the Analysis of Advanced
Industrial Societies Syllabus: Fall 2025

— Geddes, Barbara. 1999. “What Do We Know about Democratization after Twenty Years?” Annual Review of Political
Science 2: 115-44.

— Geddes, Barbara. 2007. “What Causes Democratization?” In The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics, edited by
Carles Boix and Susan C. Stokes, 317-39. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

- Haggard, Stephan, and Robert R. Kaufman. 2012. “Inequality and Regime Change: Democratic Transitions and the
Stability of Democratic Rule.” American Political Science Review 106 (3): 495-516.

— Huntington, Samuel P 1968. Political Order in Changing Societies. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press.

- Kuran, Timur. 1991. “Now Out of Never: The Element of Surprise in the East European Revolution of 1989.” World
Politics 44 (1): 7-48.

- Linz, Juan J., and Alfred Stepan. 1996. Problems of Democratic Transition and Consolidation: Southern Europe, South
America, and Post-Communist Europe. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press.

- Lipset, Seymour Martin. 1959. “Some Social Requisites of Democracy: Economic Development and Political Legiti-
macy.” American Political Science Review 53 (1): 69-105.

— Luebbert, Gregory M. 1987. “Social Foundations of Political Order in Interwar Europe.” World Politics 39 (4): 449-
78.

— Mares, Isabela. 2015. From Open Secrets to Secret Voting: Democratic Electoral Reforms and Voter Autonomy. Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press.

— Moore, Barrington. 1993. Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy: Lord and Peasant in the Making of the Modern
World. Boston: Beacon Press.

— O’Donnell, Guillermo, and Philippe C. Schmitter. 1986. Transitions from Authoritarian Rule: Tentative Conclusions
about Uncertain Democracies. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press.

— Przeworski, Adam, and Fernando Limongi. 1997. “Modernization: Theories and Facts.” World Politics 49 (2): 155-
83.

- Przeworski, Adam. 1999. “Minimalist Conception of Democracy: A Defense.” In Democracy’s Value, edited by Ian
Shapiro and Casiano Hacker-Cordén, 23-55. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

— Przeworski, Adam, Michael E. Alvarez, José Antonio Cheibub, and Fernando Limongi. 2000. Democracy and Devel-
opment: Political Institutions and Well-Being in the World, 1950-1990. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

— Putnam, Robert D. 1993. Making Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy. Princeton, NJ: Princeton Uni-
versity Press.

— Ross, Michael L. 2001. “Does Oil Hinder Democracy?” World Politics 53 (April): 325-61.

— Rueschemeyer, Dietrich, Evelyne Huber Stephens, and John D. Stephens. 1992. Capitalist Development and Democ-
racy. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

— Schmitter, Philippe C., and Terry Lynn Karl. 1991. “What Democracy Is...And Is Not.” Journal of Democracy 2 (3):
3-16.

- Stasavage, David. 2010. “When Distance Mattered: Geographic Scale and the Development of European Represen-
tative Assemblies.” American Political Science Review 104 (4): 625-43.

- Weingast, Barry R. 1997. “The Political Foundations of Democracy and the Rule of Law.” American Political Science
Review 91 (2): 245-63.
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* September 2 - Programmatic Competition and the Spatial Model of Elections

Manin, Bernard, Adam Przeworski, and Susan C. Stokes. 1999. “Elections and Representation.”
In Democracy, Accountability, and Representation, eds. Bernard Manin, Adam Przeworski, and
Susan C. Stokes. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Gehlbach, Scott. 2013. Formal Models of Domestic Politics. New York: Cambridge University
Press. Ch. 1.

Tomz, Michael, and Robert P Van Houweling. 2008. “Candidate Positioning and Voter Choice.”
American Political Science Review 102(3): 303-318.

* Adams, James, Lawrence Ezrow, and Zeynep Somer-Topcu. 2011. “Is Anybody Listening?
Evidence That Voters Do Not Respond to European Parties’ Policy Statements During Elections.”
American Journal of Political Science 55(2): 370-382.

* Somer-Topcu, Zeynep and Margit Tavits. 2023. “Message Distortion as a Campaign Strategy:
Does Rival Party Distortion of Focal Party Position Affect Voters?” Journal of Politics 85(3):
892—904.

Supplementary Readings:

Abou-Chadi, Tarik, and Werner Krause. 2020. “The Causal Effect of Radical Right Success on Mainstream Parties’
Policy Positions: A Regression Discontinuity Approach.” British Journal of Political Science 50(3): 829-847.

Achen, Christopher H., and Larry M. Bartels. 2017. Democracy for Realists: Why Elections Do Not Produce Responsive
Government. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Adams, James, and Zeynep Somer-Topcu. 2009. “Policy Adjustments by Parties in Response to Rival Parties’ Policy
Shifts.” British Journal of Political Science 39(4): 825-846.

Adams, James. 2012. “Causes and Electoral Consequences of Party Policy Shifts in Multiparty Elections: Theoretical
Results and Empirical Evidence.” Annual Review of Political Science 15: 401-419.

Adams, James, Simon Weschle, and Christopher Wlezien. 2021. “Elite Interactions and Voters’ Perceptions of Parties’
Policy Positions.” American Journal of Political Science 65(1): 101-114.

Ansolabehere, Stephen, James M. Snyder Jr., and Charles Stewart III. 2001. “Candidate Positioning in U.S. House
Elections.” American Journal of Political Science 45(1): 136-159.

Bakker, Ryan, Catherine De Vries, Erica Edwards, Liesbet Hooghe, Seth Jolly, Gary Marks, Jonathan Polk, Jan Rovny,
Marco Steenbergen, and Milada Anna Vachudova. 2015. “Measuring Party Positions in Europe: The Chapel Hill
Expert Survey Trend File, 1999-2010.” Party Politics 21(1): 143-152.

Calvert, Randall. 1985. “Robustness of the Multidimensional Voting Model: Candidate Motivations, Uncertainty,
and Convergence.” American Journal of Political Science 29(1): 69-95.

Chou, Winston, Rafaela Dancygier, Naoki Egami, and Amaney A. Jamal. 2021. “Competing for Loyalists? How Party
Positioning Affects Populist Radical Right Voting.” Comparative Political Studies 54(12): 2226-2260.

De Sio, Leonardo, and Tim Weber. 2014. “Issue Yield: A Model of Party Strategy in Multidimensional Space.”
American Political Science Review 108(4): 870-885.

Downs, Anthony. 1957. An Economic Theory of Democracy. New York: Harper Collins.

Downs, Anthony. 1957. “An Economic Theory of Political Action in a Democracy.” Journal of Political Economy 65(2):
135-150.

Duch, Raymond M., Jeff B. May, and David A. Armstrong II. 2010. “Coalition-Directed Voting in Multiparty Democ-
racies.” American Political Science Review 104(4): 698-719.

Duverger, Maurice. 1959. Political Parties: Their Organization and Activity in the Modern State. 2nd English ed. New
York: John Wiley & Sons.
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- Ezrow, Lawrence, and Georgios Xezonakis. 2011. “Citizen Satisfaction with Democracy and Parties’ Policy Offerings.”
Comparative Political Studies 44(9): 1152-1178.

- Fernandez-Vazquez, Pablo, and Zeynep Somer-Topcu. 2019. “The Informational Role of Party Leader Changes on
Voter Perceptions of Party Positions.” British Journal of Political Science 49(3): 977-996.

— Hinich, Melvin J., and Michael C. Munger. 1997. Analytical Politics. New York: Cambridge University Press, 21-37.

— Hobolt, Sara B., and Catherine De Vries. 2015. “Issue Entrepreneurship and Multiparty Competition.” Comparative
Political Studies 48(9): 1159-1185.

- Jessee, Stephen A. 2009. “Spatial Voting in the 2004 Presidential Election.” American Political Science Review 103(1):
59-81.

— Kedar, Orit. 2005. “When Moderate Voters Prefer Extreme Parties: Policy Balancing in Parliamentary Elections.”
American Political Science Review 99(2): 185-199.

- Kollman, Ken, John H. Miller, and Scott E. Page. 1992. “Adaptive Parties in Spatial Elections.” American Political
Science Review 86(4): 929-937.

- Laver, Michael. 2005. “Policy and the Dynamics of Party Competition.” American Political Science Review 99(2):
263-282.

— Meguid, Bonnie M. 2005. “Competition Between Unequals: The Role of Mainstream Party Strategy in Niche Party
Success.” American Political Science Review 99(3): 347-359.

— Merrill, Samuel, and Bernard Grofman. 1997. “Directional and Proximity Models of Voter Utility and Choice: A New
Synthesis and an Illustrative Test of Competing Models.” Journal of Theoretical Politics 9(1): 25-48.

— Rabinowitz, George, and Stuart Elaine Macdonald. 1989. “A Directional Theory of Voting.” American Political Science
Review 83(1): 93-121.

— Somer-Topcu, Zeynep. 2015. “Everything to Everyone: The Electoral Consequences of the Broad-Appeal Strategy in
Europe.” American Journal of Political Science 59(4): 841-854.

— Stimson, James A., Michael B. MacKuen, and Robert S. Erikson. 1995. “Dynamic Representation.” American Political
Science Review 89(3): 543-565.

- Strgm, Kaare. 1990. ‘A Behavioral Theory of Competitive Political Parties.” American Journal of Political Science
34(2): 565-598.

- Tomz, Michael, and Robert P Van Houweling. 2009. “The Electoral Implications of Candidate Ambiguity.” American
Political Science Review 103(1): 83-98.
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* September 9 — No Class (APSA)

* September 16 —- Non-Programmatic Considerations: Valence, Retrospective Evaluations, Identity-
Based Voting

— Kitschelt, Herbert. 2000. “Linkages between Citizens and Politicians in Democratic Polities.”
Comparative Political Studies 33(6/7): 845-879.

— Fearon, James D. 1999. “Electoral Accountability and the Control of Politicians: Selecting Good
Types versus Sanctioning Poor Performance.” In Bernard Manin, Adam Przeworski, and Susan C.
Stokes (Eds.), Democracy, Accountability, and Representation. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

— Bechtel, Michael M., and Jens Hainmueller. 2011. “How Lasting Is Voter Gratitude? An Analysis
of the Short- and Long-Term Electoral Returns to Beneficial Policy.” American Journal of Political
Science 55(4): 852-868.

— * Anzia, Sarah E, and Rachel Bernhard. 2021. “Gender Stereotyping and the Electoral Success
of Women Candidates: New Evidence from Local Elections in the United States.” British Journal
of Political Science 52(4): 1544-1563.

— * Lucas, Joshua, Lior Sheffer, Peter John Loewen, et al. 2025. “Politicians’ Theories of Voting
Behavior.” American Political Science Review 119(3): 1304-1321.

Professional Development Topic: Discussants
Supplementary Readings on Non-Programmatic Considerations (Broadly):

— Adams, James E, Samuel Merrill, and Bernard Grofman. 2005. A Unified Theory of Party Competition: A Cross-
National Analysis Integrating Spatial and Behavioral Factors. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Kitschelt, Herbert, and Steven I. Wilkinson (Eds.). 2007. Patrons, Clients, and Policies: Patterns of Democratic Ac-
countability and Political Competition. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Mansbridge, Jane. 2003. “Rethinking Representation.” American Political Science Review 97(4): 515-528.
- Pitkin, Hanna. 1967. The Concept of Representation. Berkeley: University of California Press.

Supplementary Readings on Valence:

— Abney, Ronni, James Adams, Michael Clark, Malcolm Easton, Lawrence Ezrow, Spyros Kosmidis, and Anja Neundorf.
2013. “When Does Valence Matter? Heightened Valence Effects for Governing Parties During Election Campaigns.”
Party Politics 19(1): 61-82.

— Ansolabehere, Stephen, and James M. Snyder. 2000. “Valence Politics and Equilibrium in Spatial Election Models.”
Public Choice 103: 327-336.

— Clark, Michael. 2009. “Valence and Electoral Outcomes in Western Europe, 1976-1998.” Electoral Studies 2.8:
111-122.

— Clark, Michael, and Debra Leiter. 2013. “Does the Ideological Dispersion of Parties Mediate the Electoral Impact of
Valence? A Cross-National Study of Party Support in Nine Western European Democracies.” Comparative Political
Studies 47(2): 171-202.

- Dal Bé, Ernesto, Frederico Finan, Olle Folke, Torsten Persson, and Johanna Rickne. 2017. “Who Becomes a Politi-
cian?” Quarterly Journal of Economics 132(4): 1877-1914.

— Groseclose, Tim. 2001. “A Model of Candidate Location When One Candidate Has a Valence Advantage.” American
Journal of Political Science 45(3): 862-886.
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Gulzar, Saad. 2021. “Who Enters Politics and Why?” Annual Review of Political Science 24: 263-275.

Kosmidis, Spyros, Sara B. Hobolt, Eamonn Molloy, and Stephen Whitefield. 2019. “Party Competition and Emotive
Rhetoric.” Comparative Political Studies 52(6): 811-837.

Kuriwaki, Shiro, Yusaku Horiuchi, and Daniel M. Smith. Forthcoming. “Winning Elections with Unpopular Policies:
Valence Advantage and Single-Party Dominance in Japan.” Quarterly Journal of Political Science.

Schofield, Norman. 2005. “A Valence Model of Political Competition in Britain: 1992-1997.” Electoral Studies 24(3):
347-370.

Somer-Topcu, Zeynep, and Daniel Weitzel. 2022. “Negative Campaigning and Vote Choice in Europe: How Do
Different Partisan Groups React to Campaign Attacks?” Comparative Political Studies 55(13): 2283-2310.

Stone, Walter J., and Elizabeth N. Simas. 2010. “Candidate Valence and Ideological Positions in U.S. House Elec-
tions.” American Journal of Political Science 54(2): 371-388.

Supplementary Readings on Retrospective Evaluations:

Ashworth, Scott. 2012. “Electoral Accountability: Recent Theoretical and Empirical Work.” Annual Review of Political
Science 15: 183-201.

de Vries, Catherine E., and Hector Solaz. 2017. “The Electoral Consequences of Corruption.” Annual Review of
Political Science 20: 391-408.

Duch, Raymond M., and Randolph T. Stevenson. 2008. The Economic Vote: How Political and Economic Institutions
Condition Election Results. Cambridge University Press.

Ferejohn, John. 1986. “Incumbent Performance and Electoral Control.” Public Choice 30: 5-25.

Ferraz, Claudio, and Frederico Finan. 2011. “Electoral Accountability and Corruption: Evidence from the Audits of
Local Governments.” American Economic Review 101 (4): 1274-1311.

Hanretty, Chris, Jonathan Mellon, and Patrick English. 2021. “Members of Parliament are Minimally Accountable
for Their Issue Stances (and They Know It).” American Political Science Review 115(4): 1275-1291.

Healy, Andrew, and Neil Malhotra. 2009. “Myopic Voters and Natural Disaster Policy.” American Political Science
Review 103(3): 387-406.

Healy, Andrew, and Neil Malhotra. 2013. “Retrospective Voting Reconsidered.” Annual Review of Political Science
16(1): 285-306.

Kayser, Mark Andreas, and Michael Peress. 2012. “Benchmarking across Borders: Electoral Accountability and the
Necessity of Comparison.” American Political Science Review 106(3): 661-684.

Malhotra, Neil, and Yotam Margalit. 2014. “Expectation Setting and Retrospective Voting.” The Journal of Politics
76(4): 1000-1016.

Margalit, Yotam. 2019. “Political Responses to Economic Shocks.” Annual Review of Political Science 22: 277-295.

Powell, G. Bingham Jr., and Guy D. Whitten. 1993. “A Cross-National Analysis of Economic Voting: Taking Account
of the Political Context.” American Journal of Political Science: 391-414.

Stokes, Susan C. 1996. “Public Opinion and Market Reforms: The Limits of Economic Voting.” Comparative Political
Studies 29: 499-519.

Tucker, Joshua. 2006. Regional Economic Voting: Russia, Poland, Hungary, Slovakia and Czech Republic, 1990-1999.
Cambridge University Press.

Supplementary Readings on Identity-Based Voting:

Anderson, Benedict. 1983. Imagined Communities. Verso.

Campbell, Rosie. 2017. “Gender and Voting.” In The SAGE Handbook of Electoral Behaviour, Vol. 2, 159-176.
London: SAGE.

Chandra, Kanchan. 2006. “What is Ethnic Identity and Does It Matter?” Annual Review of Political Science 9: 397-
424.
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— Hayes, Matthew, and Matthew W. Hibbing. 2016. “The Symbolic Benefits of Descriptive and Substantive Represen-
tation.” Political Behavior 39: 31-50.

— Huber, John D. 2012. “Measuring Ethnic Voting: Do Proportional Electoral Laws Politicize Ethnicity?” American
Journal of Political Science 56(4): 986-1001.

— Htun, Mala. 2004. “Is Gender like Ethnicity? The Political Representation of Identity Groups.” Perspectives on Politics
2(3): 439-458.

— Kalin, Michael, and Nicholas Sambanis. 2018. “How to Think about Social Identity.” Annual Review of Political
Science 21: 239-257.

— Lawless, Jennifer L. 2015. “Female Candidates and Legislators.” Annual Review of Political Science 18: 349-366.
- Lijphart, Arend. 1977. Democracy in Plural Societies. New Haven: Yale University Press.

- Mansbridge, Jane. 1999. “Should Blacks Represent Blacks and Women Represent Women? A Contingent ‘Yes’.”
Journal of Politics 61(3): 628-657.

— O’Brien, Diana Z., and Johanna Rickne. 2016. “Gender Quotas and Women'’s Political Leadership.” American Political
Science Review 110(1): 112-126.

— Selway, Joel Sawat. 2011. “The Measurement of Cross-cutting Cleavages and Other Multidimensional Cleavage
Structures.” Political Analysis 19(1): 48-65.

— Shamir, Michal, and Asher Arian. 1999. “Collective Identity and Electoral Competition in Israel.” American Political
Science Review 93(2): 265-277.

— Stegmueller, Daniel. 2013. “Religion and Redistributive Voting in Western Europe.” The Journal of Politics 75(4):
1064-1076.
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* September 23 - Parties and Party Systems

Aldrich, John H. 2011. Why Parties? A Second Look. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
Ch. 2.

Lipset, Seymour Martin, and Stein Rokkan. 1967. “Cleavage Structures, Party Systems, and
Voter Alignments: An Introduction.” In Party Systems and Voter Alignments: Cross-National
Perspectives, edited by Seymour Martin Lipset and Stein Rokkan, 1-65. New York: Free Press.

* Hooghe, Liesbet, and Gary Marks. 2018. “Cleavage Theory and Europe’s Crises: Lipset,
Rokkan and the Transnational Cleavage.” Journal of European Public Policy 25(1): 109-135.

Kalyvas, Stathis N. 1996. The Rise of Christian Democracy in Europe. Ithaca, NY: Cornell Univer-
sity Press. Introduction and Ch. 1.

* De Vries, Catherine E., and Sara B. Hobolt. 2020. Political Entrepreneurs: The Rise of Challenger
Parties in Europe. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. Ch. 1-2.

Supplementary Readings:

Abou-Chadi, Tarik, and Markus Wagner. 2019. “The Electoral Appeal of Party Strategies in Post-Industrial Societies:
When Can the Mainstream Left Succeed?” Journal of Politics 81(4): 1405-1419.

Adams, James, Michael Clark, Lawrence Ezrow, and Garrett Glasgow. 2004. “Understanding Change and Stability
in Party Ideologies: Do Parties Respond to Public Opinion or to Past Election Results?” British Journal of Political
Science 34(4): 589-610.

Acemoglu, Daron, Giuseppe De Feo, Giacomo De Luca, and Gianluca Russo. 2022. “War, Socialism, and the Rise of
Fascism: An Empirical Exploration.” Quarterly Journal of Economics 137(2): 1233-1296.

Bartolini, Stefano, and Peter Mair. 1990. Identity, Competition, and Electoral Availability: The Stabilisation of Euro-
pean Electorates, 1885-1985. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Benedetto, Giacomo, Simon Hix, and Nicola Mastrorocco. 2020. “The Rise and Fall of Social Democracy, 1918-
2017.” American Political Science Review 114(3): 928-939.

Benoit, Kenneth, and Michael Laver. 2012. “The Dimensionality of Political Space: Epistemological and Method-
ological Considerations.” European Union Politics 13(2): 194-218.

Beramendi, Pablo, Silja Hiusermann, Herbert Kitschelt, and Hanspeter Kriesi, eds. The Politics of Advanced Capital-
ism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Boix, Carles. 2007. “The Emergence of Parties and Party Systems.” In The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics,
edited by Carles Boix and Susan C. Stokes. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Duverger, Maurice. 1954. Political Parties: Their Organization and Activity in the Modern State. London: Methuen.

Ferree, Karen E., G. Bingham Powell, and Ethan Scheiner. 2014. “Context, Electoral Rules, and Party Systems.”
Annual Review of Political Science 17: 421-439.

Ford, Robert, and Will Jennings. 2020. “The Changing Cleavage Politics of Western Europe.” Annual Review of
Political Science 23: 295-314.

Green-Pedersen, Christoffer. 2019. The Reshaping of West European Party Politics: Agenda-Setting and Party Compe-
tition in Comparative Perspective. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Hooghe, Liesbet, Gary Marks, and Carole J. Wilson. 2002. “Does Left/Right Structure Party Positions on European
Integration?” Comparative Political Studies 35(8): 965-989.

Hooghe, Liesbet, and Gary Marks. 2009. “A Postfunctionalist Theory of European Integration: From Permissive
Consensus to Constraining Dissensus.” British Journal of Political Science 39(1): 1-23.

Inglehart, Ronald. 1971. “The Silent Revolution in Europe: Intergenerational Change in Postindustrial Societies.”
American Political Science Review 65(4): 991-1017.
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- Iversen, Torben, and David Soskice. 2019. Democracy and Prosperity: Reinventing Capitalism through a Turbulent
Century. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

— Kitschelt, Herbert. 1994. The Transformation of European Social Democracy. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

— Kitschelt, Herbert. 1997. The Radical Right in Western Europe: A Comparative Analysis. Ann Arbor: University of
Michigan Press.

- Kitschelt, Herbert. 2007. “Party Systems.” In The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics, edited by Carles Boix and
Susan C. Stokes. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

— Levy, Gilat. 2004. “A Model of Political Parties.” Journal of Economic Theory 115(2): 250-277.

— Lijphart, Arend. 1995. Electoral Systems and Party Systems: A Study of Twenty-Seven Democracies, 1945-1990.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

- Lindvall, Johannes. 2017. “Economic Downturns and Political Competition Since the 1870s.” Journal of Politics
79(4): 1302-1315.

— Marks, Gary, and Liesbet Hooghe. 2002. “Does Left/Right Structure Party Positions on European Integration?”
Comparative Political Studies 35(8): 965-989.

— McCarty, Nolan, and Eric Schickler. 2018. “On the Theory of Parties.” Annual Review of Political Science 21: 175-193.

- Powell, G. Bingham, Jr. 2007. “Aggregating and Representing Political Preferences.” In The Oxford Handbook of
Comparative Politics, edited by Carles Boix and Susan C. Stokes. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

— Samuels, David J., and Matthew S. Shugart. 2010. Presidents, Parties, and Prime Ministers: How the Separation of
Powers Shapes Party Organization and Behavior. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

- Sartori, Giovanni. 1976. Parties and Party Systems: A Framework for Analysis. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

- Snyder, James M., and Michael M. Ting. 2002. “An Informational Rationale for Political Parties.” American Journal
of Political Science 46(1): 90-110.

- Stokes, Susan C. 1999. “Political Parties and Democracy.” Annual Review of Political Science 2(1): 243-267.

- Tavits, Margit. 2008. “Party Systems in the Making: The Emergence and Success of New Parties in New Democra-
cies.” British Journal of Political Science 38(1): 113-133.

- Vachudova, Milada A. 2021. “Populism, Democracy, and Party System Change in Europe.” Annual Review of Political
Science 24: 471-498.
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* September 30 - Institutions and Electoral Systems

Cox, Gary. 1997. Making Votes Count: Strategic Coordination in the World’s Electoral Systems.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Ch. 1-2, 11.

* Catalinac, Amy. 2018. “Positioning under Alternative Electoral Systems: Evidence from
Japanese Candidate Election Manifestos.” American Political Science Review 112(1): 31-48.

* Carella, Leonardo, and Andrew Eggers. 2023. “Electoral Systems and Geographic Represen-
tation.” British Journal of Political Science 54(1): 40-68.

Motolinia, Lucia. Forthcoming. Unity Through Particularism: How Electoral Reforms Influence
Parties and Legislative Behavior. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Ch. 1-2.

Przeworski, Adam. 2004. “Institutions Matter?” Government and Opposition 39(4): 527-540.

Professional Development Topic: Peer Reviews

Supplementary Readings:

Abramson, Paul R., John H. Aldrich, André Blais, Matthew Diamond, Abraham Diskin, Indridi H. Indridason, Daniel
J. Lee, and Renan Levine. 2009. “Comparing Strategic Voting Under FPTP and PR.” Comparative Political Studies 43
(1): 61-90.

Ashworth, Scott, and Ethan Bueno de Mesquita. 2006. “Delivering the Goods: Legislative Particularism in Different
Electoral and Institutional Settings.” Journal of Politics 68 (1): 168-79.

Baron, David P, and John A. Ferejohn. 1989. “Bargaining in Legislatures.” American Political Science Review 83 (4):
1181-1206.

Bormann, Nils-Christian, and Matt Golder. 2022. “Democratic Electoral Systems Around the World, 1946-2020.”
Electoral Studies 78: 102487.

Carey, John M., and Matthew S. Shugart. 1995. “Incentives to Cultivate a Personal Vote: A Rank Ordering of Electoral
Formulas.” Electoral Studies 14 (4): 417-39.

Carey, John M., and Simon Hix. 2011. “The Electoral Sweet Spot: Low-Magnitude Proportional Electoral Systems.”
American Journal of Political Science 55 (2): 383-97.

Chang, Eric, and Miriam A. Golden. 2007. “Electoral Systems, District Magnitude and Corruption.” British Journal
of Political Science 37 (1): 115-37.

Clayton, Amanda, and Par Zetterberg. 2018. “Quota Shocks: Electoral Gender Quotas and Government Spending
Priorities Worldwide.” Journal of Politics 80 (3): 916-32.

Cox, Gary W. 1990. “Centripetal and Centrifugal Incentives in Electoral Systems.” American Journal of Political
Science 34 (4): 903-35.
Cox, Gary, and Mathew McCubbins. 2005. Setting the Agenda. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Dewan, Torun, and Arthur Spirling. 2011. “Strategic Opposition and Government Cohesion in Westminster Democ-
racies.” American Political Science Review 105 (2): 337-58.

Déring, Holger, and Philip Manow. 2017. “Is Proportional Representation More Favourable to the Left? Electoral
Rules and Their Impact on Elections, Parliaments and the Formation of Cabinets.” British Journal of Political Science
47 (1): 149-64.

Ferree, Karen, G. Bingham Powell, and Ethan Scheiner. 2014. “Context, Electoral Rules, and Party Systems.” Annual
Review of Political Science 17: 421-39.

Fiva, Jon H., and Simon Hix. 2021. “Electoral Reform and Strategic Coordination.” British Journal of Political Science
51 (4): 1782-91.

Fujiwara, Thomas. 2011. “A Regression Discontinuity Test of Strategic Voting and Duverger’s Law.” Quarterly Journal
of Political Science 6: 197-233.
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— Funk, Patricia, and Christina Gathmann. 2013. “How Do Electoral Systems Affect Fiscal Policy? Evidence from
Cantonal Parliaments, 1890-2000.” Journal of the European Economic Association 11 (5): 1178-1203.

- Grofman, Bernard, and Arend Lijphart. 1986. Electoral Laws and Their Political Consequences. New York: Agathon
Press.

— Hall, Peter A., and Rosemary C. R. Taylor. 1996. “Political Science and the Three New Institutionalisms.” Political
Studies 44 (5): 936-57.

— Huber, John D. 2012. “Measuring Ethnic Voting: Do Proportional Electoral Laws Politicize Ethnicity?” American
Journal of Political Science 56 (4): 986-1001.

— Iversen, Torben, and David Soskice. 2006. “Electoral Institutions and the Politics of Coalitions: Why Some Democ-
racies Redistribute More Than Others.” American Political Science Review 100 (2): 165-81.

— Li, Yuhui, and Matthew S. Shugart. 2016. “The Seat Product Model of the Effective Number of Parties: A Case for
Applied Political Science.” Electoral Studies 41 (1): 23-34.

— Lijphart, Arend. 1999. Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-Six Countries. New
Haven, CT: Yale University Press.

- Linz, Juan. 1990. “The Perils of Presidentialism.” Journal of Democracy 1 (1): 51-69.

— McGillivray, Fiona. 2004. Privileging Industry: The Comparative Politics of Trade and Industrial Policy. Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press.

— Myerson, Roger B. 1993. “Incentives to Cultivate Favored Minorities under Alternative Electoral Systems.” American
Political Science Review 87 (4): 856-69.

— Ostrom, Elinor. 2005. Understanding Institutional Diversity. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

— Persson, Torsten, and Guido Tabellini. 2004. “Constitutional Rules and Fiscal Policy Outcomes.” American Economic
Review 94 (1): 25-45.

— Persson, Torsten, and Guido Tabellini. 2002. Political Economics: Explaining Economic Policy. Cambridge, MA: MIT
Press.

— Rickard, Stephanie. 2012. “Electoral Systems, Voters’ Interests and Geographic Dispersion.” British Journal of
Political Science 42 (4): 855-77.

— Rogowski, Ronald, and Mark Kayser. 2002. “Majoritarian Electoral Systems and Consumer Power: Price-Level
Evidence from the OECD Countries.” American Journal of Political Science 46 (3): 526-39.

— Taagepera, Rein. “Electoral Systems.” In The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics, edited by Carles Boix and
Susan C. Stokes, 678-702. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

— Tsebelis, George. 1995. “Decision Making in Political Systems: Veto Players in Presidentialism, Parliamentarism,
Multicameralism and Multipartyism.” British Journal of Political Science 25 (3): 289-325.

— Tsebelis, George. 2002. Veto Players: How Political Institutions Work. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

16 of 33



POLI 730 - Comparative Political Research and the Analysis of Advanced
Industrial Societies Syllabus: Fall 2025

* October 7 — No Class (Well-Being Day)

* October 14 — Endogenous Institutions

Greif, Avner, and David Laitin. 2004. “A Theory of Endogenous Institutional Change.” American
Political Science Review 98 (4): 633-52.

Boix, Carles. 1999. “Setting the Rules of the Game: The Choice of Electoral Systems in Advanced
Democracies.” American Political Science Review 93 (3): 609-24.

Cusack, Thomas R., Torben Iversen, and David Soskice. 2007. “Economic Interests and the
Origins of Electoral Systems.” American Political Science Review 101 (3): 373-91.

Kreuzer, Marcus. 2010. “Historical Knowledge and Quantitative Analysis: The Case of the
Origins of Proportional Representation.” American Political Science Review 104 (2): 369-92.

* Leemann, Lucas, and Isabela Mares. 2014. “The Adoption of Proportional Representation.”
The Journal of Politics 76 (2): 461-78.

* Cox, Gary W,, Jon H. Fiva, and Daniel M. Smith. 2019. “Parties, Legislators, and the Origins
of Proportional Representation.” Comparative Political Studies 52 (1): 102-33.

Professional Development Topic: Academic Writing

Supplementary Readings:

Andrews, Josephine, and Robert Jackman. 2005. “Strategic Fools: Electoral Rule Choice under Extreme Uncertainty.”
Electoral Studies 24: 65-84.

Benoit, Kenneth, and Jacqueline Hayden. 2004. “Institutional Change and Persistence: The Evolution of Poland’s
Electoral System, 1989-2001.” The Journal of Politics 66 (2): 396-427.

Benoit, Kenneth. 2007. “Electoral Laws as Political Consequences: Explaining the Origins and Change of Electoral
Institutions.” Annual Review of Political Science 10: 363-90.

Blais, André, Agnieszka Dobrzynska, and Indridi H. Indridason. 2005. “To Adopt or Not to Adopt Proportional
Representation: The Politics of Institutional Choice.” British Journal of Political Science 35 (1): 182-90.

Bowler, Shaun, Todd Donovan, and Jeffrey A. Karp. 2006. “Why Politicians Like Electoral Institutions: Self-Interest,
Values, or Ideology?” Journal of Politics 68 (2): 434-46.

Calvo, Ernesto. 2009. “The Competitive Road to Proportional Representation: Partisan Biases and Electoral Regime
Change under Increasing Party Competition.” World Politics 61 (2): 254-95.

Colomer, Josep M. 2005. “It’s Parties That Choose Electoral Systems (or, Duverger’s Laws Upside Down).” Political
Studies 53: 1-21.

David, Paul A. 1994. “Why Are Institutions the ‘Carriers of History’? Path-Dependence and the Evolution of Conven-
tions, Organizations and Institutions.” Structural Change and Economic Dynamics 5: 205-20.

Mahoney, James, and Kathleen Thelen. 2010. “A Theory of Gradual Institutional Change.” In Explaining Institutional
Change: Ambiguity, Agency, and Power, edited by James Mahoney and Kathleen Thelen, 1-37. New York: Cambridge
University Press.

McElwain, Kenneth Mori. 2008. “Manipulating Electoral Rules to Manufacture Single-Party Dominance.” American
Journal of Political Science 52 (1): 32-47.

Pierson, Paul. 2000. “The Limits of Design: Explaining Institutional Origins and Change.” Governance 13: 475-99.

Pierson, Paul. 2000. “Increasing Returns, Path Dependence, and the Study of Politics.” American Political Science
Review 94: 251-67.

17 of 33



POLI 730 - Comparative Political Research and the Analysis of Advanced
Industrial Societies Syllabus: Fall 2025

— Remmer, Karen. 2008. “The Politics of Institutional Change: Electoral Reform in Latin America, 1978-2002.” Party
Politics 14: 5-30.

— Thelen, Kathleen. 2004. How Institutions Evolve: The Political Economy of Skills in Germany, Britain, the United States,
and Japan. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

— Ticchi, Davide, and Andrea Vindigni. 2010. “Endogenous Constitutions.” The Economic Journal 120(543): 1-39.
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* October 21 - Governments (Formation, Policy, Stability and Breakdown)

Bassi, Anna. 2013. “A Model of Endogenous Government Formation.” American Journal of
Political Science 57 (4): 777-93.

Martin, Lanny, and Georg Vanberg. 2011. Parliaments and Coalitions: The Role of Legislative
Institutions in Multiparty Governance. Oxford: Oxford University Press. Chapters 2, 3, and 5.

Huber, John D., and Cecilia Martinez-Gallardo. 2008. “Replacing Cabinet Ministers: Patterns of
Ministerial Stability in Parliamentary Democracies.” American Political Science Review 102 (2):
169-80.

* Berlinski, Samuel, Torun Dewan, and Keith Dowding. 2010. “The Impact of Individual and
Collective Performance on Ministerial Tenure.” Journal of Politics 72 (2): 559-71.

* Schleiter, Petra, and Margit Tavits. 2016. “The Electoral Benefits of Opportunistic Election
Timing.” Journal of Politics 78 (3): 836-50.

Supplementary Readings:

Alexiadou, Despina. 2016. Ideologues, Partisans, and Loyalists: Ministers and Policymaking in Parliamentary Cabinets.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Biack, Hanna, Marc Debus, and Patrick Dumont. 2011. “Who Gets What in Coalition Governments? Predictors of
Portfolio Allocation in Parliamentary Democracies.” European Journal of Political Research 50 (4): 441-78.

Baron, David P, and John A. Ferejohn. 1989. “Bargaining in Legislatures.” American Political Science Review 83 (4):
1181-1206.

Baron, David P 1991. “A Spatial Bargaining Theory of Government Formation in Parliamentary Systems.” American
Political Science Review 85 (1): 137-64.

Baron, David P, and Daniel Diermeier. 2001. “Elections, Governments, and Parliaments in Proportional Representa-
tion Systems.” Quarterly Journal of Economics 116 (3): 933-67.

Benedetto, Giacomo, and Simon Hix. 2007. “The Rejected, the Ejected, and the Dejected: Explaining Government
Rebels in the 2001-2005 British House of Commons.” Comparative Political Studies 40 (7): 755-78.

Bergmann, Henning, Hanna Béck, and Thomas Saalfeld. 2021. “Party-System Polarisation, Legislative Institutions
and Cabinet Survival in 28 Parliamentary Democracies, 1945-2019.” West European Politics: 1-19.

Bowler, Shaun, Indridi H. Indridason, Thomas Brduninger, and Marc Debus. 2016. “Let’s Just Agree to Disagree:
Dispute Resolution Mechanisms in Coalition Agreements.” The Journal of Politics 78 (4): 1264-78.

Carey, John. 2007. “Competing Principals, Political Institutions, and Party Unity in Legislative Voting.” American
Journal of Political Science 51 (1): 92-107.

Carroll, Royce, and Gary W. Cox. 2007. “The Logic of Gamson’s Law: Pre-Election Coalitions and Portfolio Alloca-
tions.” American Journal of Political Science 51 (2): 300-13.

Cox, Gary, and Mathew McCubbins. 2005. Setting the Agenda. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Cutler, Josh, Scott De Marchi, Max Gallop, Florian M. Hollenbach, Michael Laver, and Matthias Orlowski. 2016.
“Cabinet Formation and Portfolio Distribution in European Multiparty Systems.” British Journal of Political Science
46 (1): 31-43.

Dewan, Torun, and Rafael Hortala-Vallve. 2011. “The Three As of Government Formation: Appointment, Allocation,
and Assignment.” American Journal of Political Science 55 (3): 610-27.

Dewan, Torun, and Arthur Spirling. 2011. “Strategic Opposition and Government Cohesion in Westminster Democ-
racies.” American Political Science Review 105 (2): 337-58.

Diermeier, Daniel, and Randolph T. Stevenson. 2000. “Cabinet Terminations and Critical Events.” American Political
Science Review 94 (3): 627-40.
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- Diermeier, Daniel, and Razvan Vlaicu. 2011. “Parties, Coalitions, and the Internal Organization of Legislatures.”
American Political Science Review 105 (2): 359-80.

— Dragu, Tiberiu, and Michael Laver. 2019. “Coalition Governance with Incomplete Information.” The Journal of
Politics 81 (3): 923-36.

— Fortunato, David. 2021. The Cycle of Coalition: How Parties and Voters Interact under Coalition Governance. Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press.

— Huber, John D. 1996. “The Vote of Confidence in Parliamentary Democracies.” American Political Science Review 90
(2): 269-82.

— Huber, John D., and Nolan McCarty. 2001. “Cabinet Decision Rules and Political Uncertainty in Parliamentary
Bargaining.” American Political Science Review 95 (2): 345-60.

— Laver, Michael, and Kenneth A. Shepsle. 1990. “Coalitions and Cabinet Government.” American Political Science
Review 84 (3): 873-90.

— Laver, Michael, and Kenneth A. Shepsle. 1996. Making and Breaking Governments: Cabinets and Legislatures in
Parliamentary Democracies. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

— Laver, Michael, and Kenneth A. Shepsle. 1998. “Events, Equilibria, and Government Survival.” American Journal of
Political Science 42 (1): 28-54.

- Laver, Michael. 1998. “Models of Government Formation.” Annual Review of Political Science 1 (1): 1-25.

— Laver, Michael, and Norman Schofield. 1998. Multiparty Government: The Politics of Coalition in Europe. Ann Arbor,
MI: University of Michigan Press.

— Maoz, Zeev, and Zeynep Somer-Topcu. 2010. “Political Polarization and Cabinet Stability in Multiparty Systems: A
Social Networks Analysis of European Parliaments, 1945-98.” British Journal of Political Science 40 (4): 805-33.

— Martin, Lanny W,, and Randolph T. Stevenson. 2001. “Government Formation in Parliamentary Democracies.”
American Journal of Political Science 45 (1): 33-50.

- Martin, Lanny W,, and Randolph T. Stevenson. 2010. “The Conditional Impact of Incumbency on Government
Formation.” American Political Science Review 104 (3): 503-18.

— Martin, Lanny M., and Georg Vanberg. 2014. “Parties and Policymaking in Multiparty Governments: The Legislative
Median, Ministerial Autonomy, and the Coalition Compromise.” American Journal of Political Science 58 (4): 979-96.

— Martin, Lanny W, and Georg Vanberg. 2020. “What You See Is Not Always What You Get: Bargaining before an
Audience under Multiparty Government.” American Political Science Review 114 (4): 1138-54.

— Martin, Lanny W,, and Georg Vanberg. 2020. Models of Coalition Politics: Recent Developments and New Directions.
The SAGE Handbook of Research Methods in Political Science and International Relations: 244.

— Strgm, Kaare, Wolfgang C. Miiller, and Torbjorn Bergman, eds. 2008. Cabinets and Coalition Bargaining: The Demo-
cratic Life Cycle in Western Europe. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

- Stregm, Kaare, Wolfgang C. Miiller, and Daniel Markham Smith. 2010. “Parliamentary Control of Coalition Govern-
ments.” Annual Review of Political Science 13: 517-35.

- Tsebelis, George. 1995. “Decision Making in Political Systems: Veto Players in Presidentialism, Parliamentarism,
Multicameralism and Multipartyism.” British Journal of Political Science 25 (3): 289-325.

— Tsebelis, George. 1999. “Veto Players and Law Production in Parliamentary Democracies: An Empirical Analysis.”
American Political Science Review 93 (3): 591-608.

— Warwick, Paul V, and James N. Druckman. 2006. “The Portfolio Allocation Paradox: An Investigation into the Nature
of a Very Strong but Puzzling Relationship.” European Journal of Political Research 45: 635-65.
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* October 28 - Bureaucratic Politics and Special Interest Politics

McCubbins, Mathew D., Roger G. Noll, and Barry R. Weingast. 1987. “Administrative Procedures
as Instruments of Political Control.” Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization 3(2): 243-77.

* Andersen, Simon Calmar, and Donald P Moynihan. 2016. “Bureaucratic Investments in Exper-
tise: Evidence from a Randomized Controlled Field Trial.” Journal of Politics 78(4): 1032-44.

* Best, Michael Carlos, Jonas Hjort, and David Szakonyi. 2023. “Individuals and Organizations
as Sources of State Effectiveness.” American Economic Review 113(8): 2127-67.

Grossman, Gene M., and Elhanan Helpman. 2001. Special Interest Politics. Cambridge, MA:
MIT Press. Ch. 10.

* Fouirnaies, Alexander. 2021. “How Do Campaign Spending Limits Affect Elections? Evidence
from the United Kingdom 1885-2019.” American Political Science Review 115(2): 395-411.

* Gilens, Martin, Shawn Patterson, and Phil Haines. 2021. “Campaign Finance Regulations and
Public Policy.” American Political Science Review 115(3): 1074-81.

Professional Development Topic: Article Submission

Supplementary Readings on Buraucratic Politics:

Ba, Bocar A., Dean Knox, Jonathan Mummolo, and Roman Rivera. 2021. “The Role of Officer Race and Gender in
Police-Civilian Interactions in Chicago.” Science 371(6530): 696-702.

Baumgartner, Frank R., Derek A. Epp, and Kelsey Shoub. 2018. Suspect Citizens: What 20 Million Traffic Stops Tell
Us About Policing and Race. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Carpenter, Daniel. 1996. “Adaptive Signal Processing, Hierarchy, and Budgetary Control in Federal Regulation.”
American Political Science Review 90(2): 283-302.

Carpenter, Daniel. 2002. “Groups, the Media, Agency Waiting Costs, and FDA Drug Approval.” American Journal of
Political Science 46(3): 490-505.

Dahlstrém, Carl, and Victor Lapuente. 2022. “Comparative Bureaucratic Politics.” Annual Review of Political Science
25: 43-63.

Emeriau, Mathilde. 2024. “Victim or Threat? Shipwrecks, Terrorist Attacks, and Asylum Decisions in France.”
American Journal of Political Science 68 (4): 1187-1204.

Gailmard, Sean, and John W. Patty. 2007. “Slackers and Zealots: Civil Service, Policy Discretion, and Bureaucratic
Expertise.” American Journal of Political Science 51(4): 873-89.

Gailmard, Sean, and John W. Patty. 2012. “Formal Models of Bureaucracy.” Annual Review of Political Science 15:
353-77.

Golden, Miriam A. 2003. “Electoral Connections: The Effects of the Personal Vote on Political Patronage, Bureaucracy,
and Legislation in Postwar Italy.” British Journal of Political Science 33(2): 189-212.

Gordon, Sanford C. 2011. “Politicizing Agency Spending Authority: Lessons from a Bush-Era Scandal.” American
Political Science Review 105(4): 717-34.

Kiewiet, D. Roderick, and Mathew D. McCubbins. 1991. The Logic of Delegation. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press.

Martin, Lucy, and Pia Raffler. 2021. “Fault Lines: How Citizens Assign Blame for Failures in Public Good Provision.”
American Journal of Political Science 65(1): 285-99.

McCarty, Nolan. 2004. “The Appointments Dilemma.” American Journal of Political Science 48(3): 413-28.

Moe, Terry M. 2006. “Political Control and the Power of the Agent.” Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization
22(1): 1-29.
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Slough, Tara. 2024. “Bureaucratic Quality and Electoral Accountability.” American Political Science Review 118(4):
1931-50.

White, Ariel R., Noah L. Nathan, and Julie K. Faller. 2015. “What Do I Need to Vote? Bureaucratic Discretion and
Discrimination by Local Election Officials.” American Political Science Review 109(1): 129-42.

Supplementary Readings on Special Interest Politics:

Baumgartner, Frank R., Jeffrey M. Berry, Marie Hojnacki, Beth L. Leech, and David C. Kimball. 2009. Lobbying and
Policy Change: Who Wins, Who Loses, and Why. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Bertrand, Marianne, Matilde Bombardini, and Francesco Trebbi. 2014. “Is It Whom You Know or What You Know?
An Empirical Assessment of the Lobbying Process.” American Economic Review 104(12): 3885-3920.

Bombardini, Matilde, and Francesco Trebbi. 2020. “Empirical Models of Lobbying.” Annual Review of Economics 12:
391-413.

Campante, Filipe R. 2011. “Redistribution in a Model of Voting and Campaign Contributions.” Journal of Public
Economics 95(7-8): 646-56.

de Figueiredo, John M., and Brian Kelleher Richter. 2014. “Advancing the Empirical Research on Lobbying.” Annual
Review of Political Science 17: 163-85.

De Vries, Catherine E., and Hector Solaz. 2017. “The Electoral Consequences of Corruption.” Annual Review of
Political Science 20: 391-408.

Dixit, Avinash, and John Londregan. 1996. “The Determinants of Success of Special Interests in Redistributive
Politics.” Journal of Politics 58(4): 1132-55.

Eggers, Andrew C., and Jens Hainmueller. 2009. “MPs for Sale? Returns to Office in Postwar British Politics.”
American Political Science Review 103(4): 1-21.

Fisman, Raymond. 2001. “Estimating the Value of Political Connections.” American Economic Review 91(4): 1095—
1102.

Fouirnaies, Alexander, and Andrew B. Hall. 2014. “The Financial Incumbency Advantage: Causes and Conse-
quences.” Journal of Politics 76(3): 711-24.

Golden, Miriam A., and Eric C. Chang. 2001. “Competitive Corruption: Factional Conflict and Political Malfeasance
in Postwar Italian Christian Democracy.” World Politics 53(4): 588-622.

Golden, Miriam A. 2012. “Corruption in the Wealthy World.” Brown Journal of World Affairs 18(2): 75-84.
Hertel-Fernandez, Alexander. 2017. “American Employers as Political Machines.” Journal of Politics 79(1): 105-17.

Kim, In Song. 2017. “Political Cleavages within Industry: Firm-Level Lobbying for Trade Liberalization.” American
Political Science Review 111(1): 1-20.

Norris, Pippa, and Andrea Abel van Es, eds. 2016. Checkbook Elections? Political Finance in Comparative Perspective.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Olson, Mancur. 1965. The Logic of Collective Action. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Querubin, Pablo, and James M. Snyder Jr. 2013. “The Control of Politicians in Normal Times and Times of Crisis:
Wealth Accumulation by U.S. Congressmen, 1850-1880.” Quarterly Journal of Political Science 8(4): 409-50.

Szakonyi, David. 2020. Politics for Profit: Business, Elections, and Policymaking in Russia. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Treisman, Daniel. 2000. “The Causes of Corruption: A Cross-National Study.” Journal of Public Economics 76(3):
399-457.

Treisman, Daniel. 2007. “What Have We Learned About the Causes of Corruption from Ten Years of Cross-National
Empirical Research?” Annual Review of Political Science 10: 211-44.

Weschle, Simon. 2022. Money in Politics: Self-Enrichment, Campaign Spending, and Golden Parachutes. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Weschle, Simon. 2024. “Politicians’ Private Sector Jobs and Parliamentary Behavior.” American Journal of Political
Science 68(2): 390-407.

You, Hye Young. 2017. “Ex Post Lobbying.” Journal of Politics 79(4): 1162-76.
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* November 4 — Economic Inequality and Redistribution

Piketty, Thomas, and Emmanuel Saez. 2014. “Inequality in the Long Run.” Science 344, no.
6186 (2014): 838-843.

Meltzer, Allan H., and Scott E. Richard. 1981. “A Rational Theory of the Size of Government.”
Journal of Political Economy 89 (5): 914-927. Feel free to skim the technical parts of the paper.

Hall, Peter, and David Soskice. 2001. “An Introduction to Varieties of Capitalism.” In Varieties
of Capitalism: The Institutional Foundations of Comparative Advantage, edited by Peter Hall and
David Soskice. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Rehm, Philipp, Jacob S. Hacker, and Mark Schlesinger. 2012. “Insecure Alliances: Risk, Inequal-
ity, and Support for the Welfare State.” American Political Science Review 106 (2): 386-406.

* Elkjaer, Mads Andreas, and Torben Iversen. 2023. “The Democratic State and Redistribution:
Whose Interests Are Served?” American Political Science Review 117 (2): 391-406.

* Wiedemann, Andreas. 2024. “Redistributive Politics Under Spatial Inequality.” Journal of
Politics 86 (3): 1013-1030.

Professional Development Topic: Responding to an R&R

Supplementary Readings:

Alesina, Alberto, and Dani Rodrik. 1994. “Distributive Politics and Economic Growth.” Quarterly Journal of Eco-
nomics 109 (2): 465-90.

Atkinson, Anthony B. 2015. Inequality: What Can Be Done? Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Barth, Erik, Havard H. Finseraas, and K. O. Moene. 2015. “Political Reinforcement: How Rising Inequality Curbs
Manifested Welfare Generosity.” American Journal of Political Science 59 (3): 565-77.

Becker, Gary S., and Nigel Tomes. 1979. “An Equilibrium Theory of the Distribution of Income and Intergenerational
Mobility.” Journal of Political Economy 87 (6): 1153-89.

Benabou, Roland. 2000. “Unequal Societies: Income Distribution and the Social Contract.” American Economic
Review 90 (1): 96-129.

Beramendi, Pablo, and David Rueda. 2007. “Social Democracy Constrained: Indirect Taxation in Industrialized
Democracies.” British Journal of Political Science.

Beramendi, Pablo. 2012. The Political Geography of Inequality: Regions and Redistribution. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Beramendi, Pablo, Silja Hiusermann, Herbert Kitschelt, and Hanspeter Kriesi, eds. 2015. The Politics of Advanced
Capitalism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Boix, Carles. 2003. Democracy and Redistribution. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Bradley, David, Evelyne Huber, Stephanie Moller, Francois Nielsen, and John D. Stephens. 2003. “Distribution and
Redistribution in Post-industrial Societies.” World Politics 55 (2): 193-228.

Cavaillé, Charlotte. 2023. Fair Enough? Support for Redistribution in the Age of Inequality. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Esping-Andersen, Ggsta. 1990. The Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism. Princeton: Princeton University Press.
Esping-Andersen, Ggsta. 1999. Social Foundations of Postindustrial Economies. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Hall, Peter A., and David Soskice, eds. 2001. Varieties of Capitalism: The Institutional Foundations of Comparative
Advantage. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
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— Hall, Peter A. 2018. “Varieties of Capitalism in Light of the Euro Crisis.” Journal of European Public Policy 25 (1):
7-30.

— Hancké, Bob, Martin Rhodes, and Mark Thatcher, eds. 2007. Beyond Varieties of Capitalism: Conflict, Contradictions,
and Complementarities in the European Economy. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

— Horn, Alexander, Martin Haselmayer, and K. Jonathan Kliiser. Forthcoming. “Why Inequalities Persist: Parties’
(Non)Responses to Economic Inequality, 1970-2020.” American Political Science Review.

— Huber, Evelyne, and John Stephens. 2001. Development and Crisis of the Welfare State: Parties and Policies in Global
Markets. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

— Huber, Evelyne, Jingjing Huo, and John D. Stephens. 2017. “Power, Policy, and Top Income Shares.” Socio-Economic
Review 17 (2): 231-53.

— Iversen, Torben, and David Soskice. 2001. “An Asset Theory of Social Preferences.” American Political Science Review
95: 875-93.

— Iversen, Torben. 2005. Capitalism, Democracy, and Welfare. New York: Cambridge University Press.

— Iversen, Torben, and David Soskice. 2006. “Electoral Institutions and the Politics of Coalitions: Why Some Democ-
racies Redistribute More Than Others.” American Political Science Review 100 (2): 165-81.

— Iversen, Torben, and David Soskice. 2019. Democracy and Prosperity: Reinventing Capitalism through a Turbulent
Century. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

— Jusko, Karen. 2017. Who Speaks for the Poor? Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

- Kitschelt, Herbert, Peter Lange, Gary Marks, and John D. Stephens, eds. 1999. Continuity and Change in Contempo-
rary Capitalism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

— Mares, Isabela. 2003. The Politics of Social Risk: Business and Welfare State Development. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

— Mares, Isabela. 2006. Taxation, Unemployment, and the Wage Bargain. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
— Persson, Torsten, and Guido Tabellini. 2003. The Economic Effects of Constitutions. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.
- Pierson, Paul. 2001. The New Politics of the Welfare State. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

— Piketty, Thomas. 2014. Capital in the Twenty-First Century. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

— Rodden, Jonathan. 2010. “The Geographic Distribution of Political Preferences.” Annual Review of Political Science
13: 297-340.

— Rueda, David. 2007. Social Democracy Inside-Out. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

- Rueda, David, and Daniel Stegmueller. 2019. Who Wants What? Redistribution Preferences in Comparative Perspective.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

— Scheve, Kenneth, and David Stasavage. 2017. “Wealth Inequality and Democracy.” Annual Review of Political Science
20: 451-468.

— Scheve, Kenneth, and Theo Serlin. 2023. “The German Trade Shock and the Rise of the Neo-Welfare State in Early
Twentieth-Century Britain.” American Political Science Review 117 (2): 557-74.

— Shayo, Moses. 2009. “A Model of Social Identity with an Application to Political Economy: Nation, Class, and
Redistribution.” American Political Science Review 103 (2): 147-74.

— Wallerstein, Michael. 2009. Selected Works. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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* November 11 - Political Inequality

Bartels, Larry M. 2018. Unequal Democracy: The Political Economy of the New Gilded Age. Prince-
ton, NJ: Princeton University Press. Ch. 1, 8, 11.

* Lupu, Noam, and Zach Warner. 2021. “Affluence and Congruence: Unequal Representation
Around the World.” Journal of Politics 84(1): 276-290.

Broockman, David E., and Christopher Skovron. 2018. “Bias in Perceptions of Public Opinion
among Political Elites.” American Political Science Review 112(3): 542-563.

* Folke, Olle, and Johanna Rickne. 2025. “The Class Ceiling in Politics.” American Political
Science Review 119(3): 1375-1392.

* Becher, Michael, and Daniel Stegmueller. 2021. “Reducing Unequal Representation: The

Impact of Labor Unions on Legislative Responsiveness in the U.S. Congress.” Perspectives on
Politics 19(1): 92-109.

Professional Development Topic: Accepted Articles

Supplementary Readings:

Achen, Christopher H., and Larry M. Bartels. 2016. Democracy for Realists: Why Elections Do Not Produce Responsive
Government. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

Ahlquist, John S. 2017. “Labor Unions, Political Representation, and Economic Inequality.” Annual Review of Political
Science 20: 409-432.

Branham, J. Alexander, Stuart N. Soroka, and Christopher Wlezien. 2017. “When Do the Rich Win?” Political Science
Quarterly 132(1): 43-62.

Carnes, Nicholas. 2013. White-Collar Government: The Hidden Role of Class in Economic Policy Making. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.

Carnes, Nicholas, and Noam Lupu. 2023. “The Economic Backgrounds of Politicians.” Annual Review of Political
Science 26: 253-270.

Dal B9, Ernesto, Frederico Finan, Olle Folke, Torsten Persson, and Johanna Rickne. 2017. “Who Becomes a Politi-
cian?” Quarterly Journal of Economics 132(4): 1877-1914.

Elsésser, Lea, and Armin Schéfer. 2023. “Political Inequality in Rich Democracies.” Annual Review of Political Science
26: 469-487.

Elkjeer, Mads Andreas. 2020. “What Drives Unequal Policy Responsiveness? Assessing the Role of Informational
Asymmetries in Economic Policy-Making.” Comparative Political Studies 53 (14): 2213-2245.

Elkjeer, Mads Andreas, and Michael Baggesen Klitgaard. 2024. “Economic Inequality and Political Responsiveness:
A Systematic Review.” Perspectives on Politics 22 (2): 318-337.

”

Erikson, Robert S. 2015. “Income Inequality and Policy Responsiveness.
11-29.

Gallego, Aina. 2015. Unequal Political Participation Worldwide. New York: Cambridge University Press.

Annual Review of Political Science 18:

Gilens, Martin. 2012. Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and Political Power in America. New York: Russell
Sage Foundation.

Gilens, Martin, and Benjamin I. Page. 2014. “Testing Theories of American Politics: Elites, Interest Groups, and
Average Citizens.” Perspectives on Politics 12 (3): 564-581.

Krcmaric, Daniel, Stephen C. Nelson, and Andrew Roberts. 2024. “Billionaire Politicians: A Global Analysis.” Per-
spectives on Politics 22 (2): 357-371.
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- Lagx, Jeffrey R., and Justin H. Phillips. 2012. “The Democratic Deficit in the States.” American Journal of Political
Science 56 (1): 148-166.

— Markus, Stanislav, and Volha Charnysh. 2017. “The Flexible Few: Oligarchs and Wealth Defense in Developing
Democracies.” Comparative Political Studies 50 (12): 1632-1665.

— Motolinia, Lucia, Marko Klasnja, and Simon Weschle. Forthcoming. “The Super Rich and the Rest: Campaign Finance
Pressures and the Wealth of Politicians.” American Journal of Political Science.

— O’Grady, Tom. 2019. “Careerists versus Coal-Miners: Welfare Reforms and the Substantive Representation of Social
Groups in the British Labour Party.” Comparative Political Studies 52 (4): 544-578.

— Page, Benjamin I., Jason Seawright, and Matthew J. Lacombe. 2018. Billionaires and Stealth Politics. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.

— Pereira, Miguel M. 2021. “Understanding and Reducing Biases in Elite Beliefs About the Electorate.” American
Political Science Review 115 (4): 1308-1324.

— Schlozman, Kay Lehman, Sidney Verba, and Henry E. Brady. 2012. The Unheavenly Chorus: Unequal Political Voice
and the Broken Promise of Democracy. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

- Suhay, Elizabeth, Marko Klasnja, and Gonzalo Rivero. 2021. “Ideology of Affluence: Explanations for Inequality and
Economic Policy Preferences among Rich Americans.” Journal of Politics 83 (1): 367-380.
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* November 18 - Intergroup Conflict and Cooperation

Dancygier, Rafaela M. 2010. Immigration and Conflict in Europe. Cambridge: Cambridge Uni-
versity Press. Ch. 2.

Charnysh, Volha. 2024. Uprooted: How Post-WWII Population Transfers Remade Europe. Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press. Ch. 2 (skim for background), 4, 8.

* Alrababah, Aala, Andreas Beerli, Dominik Hangartner, and Daniel Ward. 2025. “The Free
Movement of People and the Success of Far-Right Parties: Evidence from Switzerland’s Border
Liberalization.” American Political Science Review 119 (3): 1426-1445.

* Magni, Gabriele. 2021. “Economic Inequality, Immigrants, and Selective Solidarity: From
Perceived Lack of Social Mobility to Ingroup Favoritism.” British Journal of Political Science 51
(4): 1357-1380.

Alesina, Alberto, Armando Miano, and Stefanie Stantcheva. 2023. “Immigration and Redistri-
bution.” Review of Economic Studies 90 (1): 1-39.

Supplementary Readings:

Abdelgadir, Aala, and Vasiliki Fouka. 2020. “Political Secularism and Muslim Integration in the West: Assessing the
Effects of the French Headscarf Ban.” American Political Science Review 114 (3): 707-723.

Adida, Claire L., David D. Laitin, and Marie-Anne Valfort. 2010. “Identifying Barriers to Muslim Integration in
France.” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 107 (52): 22384-22390.

Anderson, Benedict. 1991. Imagined Communities. 2nd ed. London: Verso.

Bansak, Kirk, Jens Hainmueller, and Dominik Hangartner. 2016. “How Economic, Humanitarian, and Religious
Concerns Shape European Attitudes Toward Asylum Seekers.” Science 354 (6309): 217-222.

Braun, Robert. 2016. “Religious Minorities and Resistance to Genocide: The Collective Rescue of Jews in the
Netherlands during the Holocaust.” American Political Science Review 110 (1): 127-147.

Choi, Donghyun Danny, Mathias Poertner, and Nicholas Sambanis. 2021. “Linguistic Assimilation Does Not Reduce
Discrimination Against Immigrants: Evidence from a Field Experiment in Germany.” Journal of Experimental Political
Science 8 (3): 235-246.

Dancygier, Rafaela M. 2018. Dilemmas of Inclusion: Muslims in European Politics. Princeton: Princeton University
Press.

Dancygier, Rafaela, and Yotam Margalit. 2019. “The Evolution of the Immigration Debate: Evidence from a New
Dataset of Party Positions Over the Last Half-Century.” Comparative Political Studies 53 (5): 734-774.

Dancygier, Rafaela, Naoki Egami, Amaney A. Jamal, and Ramona Rischke. 2021. “Hate Crimes and Gender Imbal-
ances: Fears Over Mate Competition and Violence Against Refugees.” American Journal of Political Science 65 (4):
923-940.

Fearon, James D., and David D. Laitin. 1996. “Explaining Ethnic Cooperation.” American Political Science Review 90
(4): 715-735.

Fouka, Vasiliki, and Marco Tabellini. 2022. “Changing In-Group Boundaries: The Effect of Immigration on Race
Relations in the United States.” American Political Science Review 116 (3): 968-984.

Fouka, Vasiliki, Soumyajit Mazumder, and Marco Tabellini. 2022. “From Immigrants to Americans: Race and Assim-
ilation During the Great Migration.” Review of Economic Studies 89 (2): 811-842.

Fouka, Vasiliki. 2024. “State Policy and Immigrant Integration.” Annual Review of Political Science 27: 25-46.

Goodman, Sara Wallace. 2014. Immigration and Membership Politics in Western Europe. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.
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- Grossman, Guy, and Stephanie Zonszein. 2025. “Voted In, Standing Out: Public Response to Immigrants’ Political
Accession.” American Journal of Political Science 69 (2): 718-733.

- Habyarimana, James, Macartan Humphreys, Daniel N. Posner, and Jeremy M. Weinstein. 2007. “Why Does Ethnic
Diversity Undermine Public Goods Provision?” American Political Science Review 101 (4): 709-725.

— Hainmueller, Jens, and Daniel J. Hopkins. 2014. “Public Attitudes Toward Immigration.” Annual Review of Political
Science 17: 225-249.

- Hangartner, Dominik, Elias Dinas, Moritz Marbach, Konstantinos Matakos, and Dimitrios Xefteris. 2019. “Does
Exposure to the Refugee Crisis Make Natives More Hostile?” American Political Science Review 113 (2): 442-455.

- Hopkins, Daniel J. 2010. “Politicized Places: Explaining Where and When Immigrants Provoke Local Opposition.”
American Political Science Review 104 (1): 40-60.

— Hopkins, Daniel J., John Sides, and Jack Citrin. 2019. “The Muted Consequences of Correct Information About
Immigration.” Journal of Politics 81 (1): 315-320.

— Kustov, Alexander, Dillon Laaker, and Cassidy Reller. 2021. “The Stability of Immigration Attitudes: Evidence and
Implications.” The Journal of Politics 83 (4): 1478-1494.

- Laitin, David D. 1985. “Hegemony and Religious Conflict: British Imperial Control and Political Cleavages in Yoruba-
land.” In Bringing the State Back In, edited by Peter B. Evans, Dietrich Rueschemeyer, and Theda Skocpol, 285-316.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

— Marble, William, Salma Mousa, and Alexandra A. Siegel. 2021. “Can Exposure to Celebrities Reduce Prejudice?
The Effect of Mohamed Salah on Islamophobic Behaviors and Attitudes.” American Political Science Review 115 (4):
1111-1128.

— Maxwell, Rahsaan. 2019. “Cosmopolitan Immigration Attitudes in Large European Cities: Contextual or Composi-
tional Effects?” American Political Science Review 113 (2): 456-474.

— Scheve, Kenneth E, and Matthew J. Slaughter. 2001. “Labor Market Competition and Individual Preferences Over
Immigration Policy.” The Review of Economics and Statistics 83 (1): 133-145.
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* November 25 - Book Review Week

Read any book listed in the supplementary readings (or a book approved by me) and write a book
review (see Course Requirements).

e December 2 - Nationalism

Anderson, Benedict. 1991. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Na-
tionalism. London: Verso, Ch. 3, 5.

Gellner, Ernest. 2006. Nations and Nationalism. 2nd ed. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, Ch.
1, 3-5.

Shayo, Moses. 2009. “A Model of Social Identity with an Application to Political Economy:
Nation, Class, and Redistribution.” American Political Science Review 103(2): 147-174.

* Fouka, Vasiliki. 2020. “Backlash: The Unintended Effects of Language Prohibition in U.S.
Schools After World War 1.” Review of Economic Studies 87(1): 204-239.

* Colantone, Italo, and Piero Stanig. 2018. “The Trade Origins of Economic Nationalism: Im-
port Competition and Voting Behavior in Western Europe.” American Journal of Political Science
62(4): 936-953.

Professional Development Topic: Dissertation Committees

Supplementary Readings:

Balcells, Laia. 2013. “Mass Schooling and Catalan Nationalism.” Nationalism and Ethnic Politics 19(4): 467-486.

Beissinger, Mark R. 2002. Nationalist Mobilization and the Collapse of the Soviet State. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Bulutgil, Zeynep. 2015. “Social Cleavages, Wartime Experience, and Ethnic Cleansing in Europe.” Journal of Peace
Research 52(5): 577-590.

Cederman, Lars-Erik, Thierry C. Warren, and Didier Sornette. 2011. “Testing Clausewitz: Nationalism, Mass Mobi-
lization, and the Severity of War.” International Organization 65(4): 605-638.

Charnysh, Volha, Christopher Lucas, and Priya Singh. 2014. “The Ties That Bind: National Identity Salience and
Pro-Social Behavior Toward the Ethnic Other.” Comparative Political Studies 48(3): 267-300.

Darden, Keith, and Anna Maria Gryzmala-Busse. 2006. “The Great Divide: Literacy, Nationalism, and the Communist
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: ACADEMIC AND POLICY STATEMENTS

Talk to Me!

Struggeling and having a difficult time is a normal part of graduate school (and of life in general). If
you feel, at any point, worried, depressed, panicked, or anything the like, please come talk to me. You
don’t have to reveal any details that you don’t want to, and I will not judge you in any way. There’s
always something that can be done to help you and to make sure you are in a position to complete the
course. 'm happy to help, but I cannot read your mind or otherwise intuit what is going on in your life.
So, come talk to me as early as possible. If you find yourself asking whether you should come talk to
me about something, come talk to me.

Artificial Intelligence (AI) Use Policy

You are training to be professional political scientists and your goal is to get to the point where you can
expand the research frontier in the discipline. You cannot acquire these skills if you rely heavily on Al
tools in classes. If you read Al summaries of articles instead of the articles themselves, you will not gain
a sufficiently deep understanding to be able to meaningfully contribute in class. Similarly, if you rely
on Al tools for your assignments, your analyses will not be at the level that is required to produce work
that will eventually get you a PhD. So it is in your own best interest to avoid Al tools for the substantive
work required in this class.

That being said, there is no Al ban in this class. There are ways in which these tools can be useful
to enhance your work. But the key word in the previous sentence is enhance. This is reflected in the
course expectation that students’ work goes well beyond whatever Al offers. If your work does not do
this, you won’t pass the class, and you definitely won’t be a successful political scientists.

Attendance Policy
As stated in the University’s Class Attendance Policy, no right or privilege exists that permits a student
to be absent from any class meetings, except for these University Approved Absences:

* Authorized University activities: University Approved Absence Office (UAAO) website provides
information and FAQs for students and FAQs for faculty related to University Approved Absences

* Disability/religious observance/pregnancy, as required by law and approved by the (EOC)

* Significant health condition and/or personal/family emergency as approved by the Office of the
Dean of Students, Gender Violence Service Coordinators, and/or the Equal Opportunity and Com-
pliance Office (EOC).

Code of Conduct

I expect all students to adhere to University policy and to follow the guidelines of the UNC Code of
Conduct. In particular, students are expected to aware of policies related to academic integrity. You can
read more about the Code of Conduct at studentconduct.unc.edu.

Syllabus Changes
The instructor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus including project due dates and test
dates. These changes will be announced as early as possible.
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Acceptable Use Policy

By attending the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, you agree to abide by the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill policies related to the acceptable use of IT systems and services. The
Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) sets the expectation that you will use the University’s technology resources
responsibly, consistent with the University’s mission. In the context of a class, it is quite likely you
will participate in online activities that could include personal information about you or your peers,
and the AUP addresses your obligations to protect the privacy of class participants. In addition, the
AUP addresses matters of others’ intellectual property, including copyright. These are only a couple of
typical examples, so you should consult the full Information Technology Acceptable Use Policy, which
covers topics related to using digital resources, such as privacy, confidentiality and intellectual property.
Additionally, consult the Safe Computing at UNC website for information about data security policies,
updates, and tips on keeping your identity, information, and devices safe.

Data Security and Privacy

UNC-Chapel Hill is committed to fulfilling its responsibilities of transparency as a state-sponsored in-
stitution of higher learning, protecting certain types of information, and using information Carolina
collects only for appropriate purposes. Consult the UNC-Chapel Hill Privacy Statement for additional
information.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: SERVICES AND STUDENT SUPPORT STATEMENTS

Equal Opportunity and Compliance Accommodations

Equal Opportunity and Compliance Accommodations Team (Accommodations — UNC Equal Opportunity
and Compliance) receives requests for accommodations for disability, pregnancy and related conditions,
and sincerely held religious beliefs and practices through the University’s Policy on Accommodations.
EOC Accommodations team determines eligibility and reasonable accommodations consistent with state
and federal laws.

Counseling and Psychological Services

UNC-Chapel Hill is strongly committed to addressing the mental health needs of a diverse student body.
The Heels Care Network website is a place to access the many mental health resources at Carolina. CAPS
is the primary mental health provider for students, offering timely access to consultation and connection
to clinically appropriate services. Go to the CAPS website or visit their facilities on the third floor of the
Campus Health building for an initial evaluation to learn more. Students can also call CAPS 24/7 at
919-966-3658 for immediate assistance.

Title IX and Related Resources

Any student who is impacted by discrimination, harassment, interpersonal (relationship) violence, sex-
ual violence, sexual exploitation, or stalking is encouraged to seek resources on campus or in the com-
munity. Reports can be made online to the EOC or by contacting the University’s Title IX Coordinator,
Elizabeth Hall, or the Report and Response Managers in the Equal Opportunity and Compliance Office.
Please note that I am designated as a Responsible Employee, which means I must report to the EOC any
information I receive about the forms of misconduct listed in this paragraph. If you’d like to speak with a
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confidential resource, those include Counseling and Psychological Services, the University’s Ombuds Of-
fice, and the Gender Violence Services Coordinators. Additional resources are available at safe.unc.edu.

Policy on Non-Discrimination

The University is committed to providing an inclusive and welcoming environment for all members of
our community and to ensuring that educational and employment decisions are based on individuals’
abilities and qualifications. Consistent with this principle and applicable laws, the University’s Policy
Statement on Non-Discrimination offers access to its educational programs and activities as well as em-
ployment terms and conditions without respect to race, color, gender, national origin, age, religion, sex,
genetic information, disability, veteran’s status, sexual orientation, gender identity or gender expres-
sion. Such a policy ensures that only relevant factors are considered, and that equitable and consistent
standards of conduct and performance are applied. If you are experiencing harassment or discrimina-
tion, you can seek assistance and file a report through the Report and Response Coordinators (email
reportandresponse@unc.edu or see additional contact info at safe.unc.edu) or the Equal Opportunity
and Compliance Office. Please note that I am designated as a Responsible Employee, which means that
I must report to the EOC any information I receive about harassment or discrimination. If you’d like to
speak with a confidential resource, those include Counseling and Psychological Services and the Uni-
versity’s Ombuds Office.
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